THE AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY RELAY FOR LIFE FACT SHEET

What Is Relay For Life?

The American Cancer Society’s Relay For Life is an overnight community celebration of life dedicated to present and former cancer patients, their families and friends.  Relay For Life raises funds for the American Cancer Society while declaring that cancer can and will be beaten.  During Relay, Team members take turns walking, camping out, enjoying entertainment, food, and games in a party atmosphere!  

History

The first Relay For Life event was held in 1985 in Tacoma, Washington.  Dr. Gordon Klatt walked for 24 hours and raised $27,000 for the fight against cancer.  In 1993, the event grew to 89 sites across the country and raised $4 million dollars.  As the event progressed, 1995 yielded 800 sites and raised 23 million.  In 1998, 2,100 communities held a Relay For Life and raised $90 million dollars. Today, Relay For Life is held in over 4000 communities and raises over $300 million dollars!  As such, it is the single largest non-profit fundraising event in the nation!

Participants

Teams consist of 8-15 people from businesses, hospitals, schools, churches, civic groups and families.  One member at a time walks or runs around the track Relay style. Teams make a commitment to having one team member on the track at all times.  Each team member is asked to raise a minimum of $100 in donations prior to the event, pay a $10 commitment fee, and complete a waiver form.  Additional incentive prizes are awarded to those who raise in excess of $200.

Event Highlights

Survivor’s Lap:
Cancer Survivors kick off the Relay For Life by leading the first lap.  Their friends, family and team members cheer them on as they complete this victory lap.  This lap is a tribute to those who have fought the fight and won.  Cancer survivors from all over the community are encouraged to join us in a celebration of their victory.

Luminaria Ceremony: The luminaria ceremony is held after dark to honor cancer survivors and to remember those who have lost their battle to cancer.  Luminaria line the track and are left burning through the night to remind participants of the importance of their contribution. Inspirational words, music and a moment of silence allow for remembrance, reverence, and reflection.

Why We Do It

Few things are as devastating as dealing with cancer.  The courage, dignity and spirit of those fighting the disease is both inspirational and humbling.  You can make a difference now and in the future!
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