22-Build A Relay Website For Your Event Or Team
A website for your event or team can be a great way to get publicity, an easy place to direct potential new volunteers/committee members/teams to information, and more.  As the web has become more and more popular, more and more Relay websites have appeared.  There are a few different ways to get a “Relay Website” listed in order of cost and complexity:
1) BEST WAY:  An on-line fundraising site thru the American Cancer Society at http://www.acsevents.org hosted by http://www.kintera.org .  Ask your staff about the possibility of getting one

2) Find a local website expert (company or person) to build and host your website – see if they will donate it or underwrite a lot of costs (minimizes your costs and effort)

3) Ask for a simple one-page summary of your event at http://www.acsrelay.org -  if you email rflvolunteer@gmail.com, we’ll put up a simple summary for you (not the best option, but a short term solution)
4) Ask your local community to host a page about the event – Local community organizations (like your city or county or township) might host a page on your Relay for free, as well as have someone who will build it for you

5) Build a website at your web service provider – For example, if you have Comcast, they give you free “personal” space for you to build your own website… They usually have web tools to “lay out” your page and load it with information.

6) Build a website by buying a web address (like http://www.pottstownrelayforlife.com/ ), and buying hosting from a company that will give you a place to “store” your website.

DETAILS ON THE ABOVE OPTIONS:
1) The preferred way is to get an on-line fundraising site thru the American Cancer Society -  If you would like to see what one is like, go to:

http://www.acsevents.org/chesapeake
or

Ask your staff person if it is possible for your event to get an on-line site with ability to collect donations.  The advantages are many:  you can collect donations on-line from across the country, every one of your teams and participants can have their own pages, and more!
2) Find a company or person who specializes in building websites to build and host your site – There are many companies and individuals who know how to do this…  They can handle everything from buying a website address for you to hosting it to building your site.  Particularly if you aren’t adventurous when it comes to this kind of stuff, and don’t have anyone on your committee who is either, this can be a great solution.
3) Have a simple site about your event hosted on http://www.acsrelay.org – If you e-mail the basic info about your event to Ramesh Moorthy at rflvolunteer@gmail.com , I can set up a basic one page site for your event.
4) Have your website on a local community page, university website, etc. – Universities and communities usually have someone who can setup the site for you (usually you have to keep it pretty simple), but this is a great way to get a (probably free) website.
http://www.fandm.edu/relay.xml
· at Franklin and Marshall University

5) Free Website (probably with ads on it to “pay” for it)  with a unique web address at a major web provider, such as yahoo.com, freeservers.com, freewebsites.com etc. OR at your web provider (aol, Comcast, etc. will give you  a personal place to put a webpage if you are buying internet service from them):

a. Here are examples of websites at a someone’s personal space from Comcast, AOL, or other web service providers:

http://www.alaska.net/~lutchanl/
· at someone’s personal web space from their web provider

http://members.aol.com/__121b_eobcEs1FAxLkQklD0UfSuXC0FVNcUCPQloWwYLfnW2BLnu9uFoInrJNQChA6EgdZ
· also at someone’s personal web space from AOL

b. Here are examples of free websites:
http://www.geocities.com/dwdogs2005/LakeRegionRelayForLife.html
-  
Free site at geocities.com

c. Places to get a free website (you could also click on links to get a free site above):
http://signup.freeservers.com/cgi-bin/path/signup?c_verify=1138336544&refcd=FSUOL0905NBP03
another free website site:

http://freewebsites.com/
The disadvantage of a free website?  You have:

· a lot of popup ads on your site

· restrictions on how much information you can post

· restrictions on how it can look

· a website like towsonrelay.freewebsites.com (because you have an address at http://freewebsites.com , not your own site like http://www.pottstownrelayforlife.com/ )
6) Low Cost (~$100 per year + building it yourself) - Build your event website yourself with a unique website address for it – To do this, you’d have to spend some time and a little money – a) to buy a website address (like towsonrelay.org) and b) to host your site.  If you are ambitious, you can program your website yourself… Or you can download a program that does it for you.
a. To get a website address, there are different on-line companies that can sell you a web address.  Go to:
http://godaddy.com
There are other places too – if you know one, use it (  Godaddy.com typically has good prices and simple instructions… you basically buy an address like:
http://www.pottstownrelayforlife.com/
or
http://www.dvrelay.org/
b. You then can build a website there many different ways – one way is to use http://godaddy.com to also host your website… They have templates etc. to setup your website…  There are other places for hosting also:  http://www.oneandone.com, 
