
RELAY FOR LIFE

OPENING CEREMONY & SURVIVOR LAP SCRIPT
RELAY:  _____ __________________

DATE:  ______________

TIME OF OPENING CEREMONY/SURVIVOR LAP:  __________

 * Please note:  This script is a shell and needs to be filled in for each Relay event.  Feel free to make any changes as you see fit in accordance with your particular event.

Speaker #1:  GOOD EVENING EVERYONE.  I AM  Speaker #1, the Co-chair for the first annual American Cancer Society Relay For Life.  

20 years ago, I was watching television with my then 75-year-old grandmother, who suddenly announced that she would be dead from cancer by the age of 80.  This was not because she had the disease - she was completely healthy at the time.  It was because she feared it more than anything else in the world.  Her husband, my grandfather, had died a painful death from a now largely preventable and treatable form of cancer in 1959 and, because her closest friends and contemporaries were succumbing to it one by one, she believed that she would soon follow.  Her fear of this pernicious disease is something I shall never forget.

Cancer touches us all.

I would hazard to guess that not one of us can say that we have not had a friend, neighbor, associate, or loved one who has not had this disease and that most of us cannot say that we have not known someone who has died from it.  This year alone will witness over 1.2 million newly diagnosed cases.

Many factors contribute to our susceptibility to this disease, some genetic, some not, but we can make a difference and improve our chances, by not smoking, by protecting ourselves from sun exposure, and by

controlling our diets.

We can also help ourselves and others by increasing awareness on preventative measures and, in events such as these, by raising money to fund cancer research to find a cure.

Perhaps, someday, people like my grandmother will not have to fear cancer and people like me will be able to say that they knew their grandfathers.

The Relay for Life has grown from the effort of one man, Dr. Gordon Klatt, a volunteer from the American Cancer Society who walked and ran 81 miles around a track 16 years ago, raising $27,000, to this year

where we and over 1.75 million others in the United States will raise over 170 million dollars in over 2,700 events like this one.

We will walk all night tonight, because cancer never sleeps.  The money we raise will support the American Cancer Society's programs of cancer research, education and direct services to cancer patients and their

families.  This relay is not a competition, except against cancer. 

I'd like to welcome all of you to the first annual Arlington Relay for Life. With at least 16 teams and over 50 cancer survivors attending tonight, we have far surpassed my expectations, because this event was a figment of our imaginations just more than two months ago.

Now let me introduce Speaker #2, co-chair of this event and the friend of mine who coerced me into becoming chair.  (laughter)…

SPEAKER #2:
 Thanks Ben.  I am honored to be co-chairing this event with Ben… He’s done an outstanding job, along with Ann Welch from the American Cancer Society, and our committee in getting this event off the ground this year.  We look forward to bigger and better things.

Remember, the American Cancer Society, and Relay For Life, as it’s signature event, are about three things:

HOPE – the American Cancer Society provides support to cancer patients and their families

PROGRESS – the American Cancer Society is the largest source of private, not for profit cancer research funds in the United States
ANSWERS – The American Cancer Society’s 24 hour help lines and other electronic resources make it possible for people to access the information they need to battle and understand this dreaded disease.

NOW, IT IS MY PRIVILEGE TO WELCOME YOU HERE TONIGHT AND TO INTRODUCE YOU TO OUR MASTER/MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES, Steve Hart, an active supporter and board Member for the American Cancer Society.  
LADIES AND GENTLEMAN, PLEASE WELCOME  Steve


(Applause)

(What Steve Hart Could Say) as MASTER/MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES (M.C.):  THANK YOU  Ben and Ramesh____________________.  HELLO EVERYONE AND WELCOME TO RELAY FOR LIFE.  I'M    Steve Hart  AND I'M HONORED TO BE HERE TONIGHT FOR THIS AWESOME EVENT TO RAISE AWARENESS AND COLLECT FUNDS TO FIGHT CANCER.  THANKS TO ALL OF YOU FOR HAVING ME AS YOUR MASTER/MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES.


(M.C. explains why they decided to participate in the event as the M.C.)

AS YOU CAN SEE, CANCER TOUCHES ALL OF US IN SOME WAY.  IT IS A PART OF ALL OF OUR LIVES IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER AND THAT IS WHY ALL OF US MUST WORK TOGETHER TO ELIMINATE THIS DISEASE.  THE KEY IS WORKING TOGETHER.  THAT IS WHY RELAY FOR LIFE IS SO IMPORTANT.  IT'S A TEAM EVENT AND ALL OF THE TEAM MEMBERS ARE NEEDED TO FIGHT THIS DISEASE.  THANK YOU ALL -- EVERY ONE OF YOU -- FOR BEING WITH US AND PARTICIPATING IN THE 2001 RELAY FOR LIFE.

CANCER SURVIVOR LAP

NOW IT IS TIME FOR OUR TRADITIONAL CANCER SURVIVOR LAP.  ALL OF THE CANCER SURVIVORS WITH US WILL TAKE THE CEREMONIAL FIRST LAP AROUND THE TRACK TO THE SOUND OF (music)                                                    .  IF YOU ARE A CANCER SURVIVOR WHO HAS SIGNED UP FOR THE SURVIVOR LAP, PLEASE LINE UP AT (location)                                                   ON THE TRACK FOR THE LAP.  I WILL CALL OUT THE NAME OF EACH OF THE CANCER SURVIVORS WITH US TONIGHT AND THEIR YEARS SINCE DIAGNOSIS WITH CANCER.  WHEN I CALL YOUR NAME, PLEASE MAKE YOUR WAY DOWN TO THE TRACK AND WAIT FOR EVERYONE ELSE TO BE CALLED.  ONCE ALL THE SURVIVORS ARE ON THE TRACK, WE WILL BEGIN THE SURVIVOR LAP.  ONCE THE SURVIVORS GO HALF WAY AROUND THE TRACK, FAMILY MEMBERS AND CARETAKERS MAY JOIN THE SURVIVORS FOR THE SECOND HALF OF THE LAP.  UPON FINISHING THE LAP, YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONE ARE INVITED TO THE SURVIVOR RECEPTION WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE AT (location)___________________________________ .  


THOSE NOT ATTENDING THE SURVIVORS' RECEPTION ARE INVITED TO THE TRACK AFTER THE COMPLETION OF THE SURVIVORS' LAP TO BEGIN THE RELAY FOR LIFE.  REMEMBER, ONE PERSON FROM EACH TEAM MUST BE ON THE TRACK AT ALL TIMES.  OK, ARE WE READY TO BEGIN THE CANCER SURVIVORS' LAP?  (Audience responds).  GOOD, THEN LET'S GET STARTED.  WHEN I CALL THE NAME OF EACH CANCER SURVIVOR, PLEASE MAKE YOUR WAY TO 
(location of beginning of Survivors' Lap)                                                                                   .
(Begins reading names for Cancer Survivor Lap.)

(At completion of Survivor Lap, Survivor Reception takes place and Relay For Life event officially begins.)

******************************************************************************

*  Ideas for additional or replacement speakers for the ones listed above:

  - team captain

 - family member or friend of someone diagnosed with cancer

 - American Cancer Society volunteer
Script Created By:  Judy Heiger, Communications
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