ELKHART COUNTY RELAY FOR LIFE 2004-2005

 

LUMINARIA CEREMONY

  

HONORARY SURVIVORS & GUEST SPEAKERS: 

 

Each Team Captain will be responsible for collecting their Team’s Luminaria bags, filling with sand and placing around the track and having the candles lit.

 

CEREMONY: ________will share their story as Survivors. 

 

MUSIC: Amazing Grace  Solo

                         Bell Ringing or Candle Lighting  Ceremony:

                         Readers: 

                         Bell Ringer: 

                        Candle Lighters:

  

Reader: Welcome to the Relay For Life ____ Luminaria Ceremony.

           The book of Ecclestiastes tells us:

           There is a season for everything under the sun,

           A time to do and a time to be done,

           A time to laugh and a time to cry,

           A time to live and a time to die. Ecclesiastes 3:1

 

Reader begins with:

 

Each day, thousands of people learn that they or a loved one has cancer. In fact, during a 24 hour period, 3,655 Americans will be diagnosed with cancer. 1,524 Americans will lose their battle with cancer, and most excitingly, 2, 266 Americans will be considered CURED.

 

The struggle ahead is real and so is HOPE. We see and learn that there is life after cancer. In so many of those lives, we see people living in the moment, taking the time to laugh, to cry, to love, to feel and to just be.

 

That’s what cancer does. It changes us, it tests our faith, it alters our perspective,  it challenges our perspective,  it challenges our strength and courage, Cancer reminds us that everyday is a gift.

 

The (chimes or candles) that you (hear/see)  represent the Luminaries that you see on the track tonight. As each (chime rings/candle is lit)  into the night we ask you to remember those who have been touched by cancer and how they have affected your life.

 

(Someone who has lost those mentioned will read): We remember those who gave us life and those who nurtured our lives:

Our birth mothers and fathers, our grandparents, our foster parents and adoptive parents.

 

The first chime rings/candle is lit with 30 seconds of silence.

 

(Someone who has lost those mentioned will read):: We remember those who have enriched our family life: brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles and cousins.

 

The second chime rings/candle is lit with 30 seconds of silence.

 

(Someone who has lost those mentioned will read): We remember those who we were priviledged to give life to: Our children and grandchildren who have gone before us. Those who passed before their time.

 

The third chime rings/candle is lit with 30 seconds of silence.

 

(Someone who has lost those mentioned will read): We remember those who enriched and gifted our lives in a special way; our wives, husbands, fiance’s and significant others.

 

The fourth chime rings/candle is lit with 30 seconds of silence.

 

(Someone who has lost those mentioned will read): We remember those who have journeyed with us in a special way, those who shared with us during youth and adulthood; our friends, teachers, mentors, and neighbors.

 

The fifth chime rings/candle is lit with 30 seconds of silence.

 

The sixth chime rings 4 times with 10 seconds between rings.

Or if candle lighting wait 40 seconds

 

Luminaria Chair: The chimes you just heard are in honor of the living; 

Those who have faced the beast, fought the fight and won the battle.

Those who continue to fight, those who have just entered the fight and those who continue to HOPE.

  

Reader: The lights you see in the Luminaria shine before you here in this gathering. The light of HOPE guides us on our way. Each year at Relay we see HOPE. We see it in the faces of the survivors, caregivers, friends, family members, and everyone in our Relay Community.

 

These moments give us HOPE for the future. HOPE that burns brightly and symbolically, in all of the luminaria aglow, In Honor, In memory and in the Hearts of everyone present..

 

The seventh chime rings/candle it lit followed by 30 seconds of silence.

 

Luminaria Chair: We memorialize all of those who have gone before us. We honor their courage, their dignity, and their struggles. We celebrate their faith, their attitude and most importantly, their lives. No Matter how recent or how long ago they have passed, we will always cary a piece of them in our heart.

 

The eighth chime rings/candle is lit followed by 30 seconds of silence.

 

Reader: RFL is a time of celebration, rememberance, inspiration and blessings. As in life, tonight we see HOPE, we know we WILL win the battle against cancer. We know the flame is alive and the Shining star of HOPE shines brightly.

 

We honor and celebrate the cancer survivors here with us today. We celebrate HOPE. HOPE is something that survivors must find within themselves. With HOPE, we can find meaning in how we respond to what has happened to us. With HOPE, we can go on. The survivors are our heroes. Heroes in the way they face daily struggles. Heroes in the way they do everything with an unbreakable spirit for life. They give us HOPE.

 

Survivors please take a lap around the track, take a lap of HOPE, let your inner light shine, don’t let cancer blow it out. (all others will be asked to shine their lights)

 

As Relayers took the track, a soloist sang “This Little Light of Mine, I’m gonna let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. Won’t let cancer blow it out, ‘m gonna let it shine, let it shine let it shine” until all Survivors had made the first lap.

