2006 Relay For Life of Central Blair Luminaria Script

We have to put the luminaria in the bleachers. They are lit before the start of the ceremony. 

The speakers were encouraged to keep their comments short, ideally no more than a couple of minutes. 

9:10 –9:30 regular announcements asking people to come to the stands and take their seats. The lights will be shut off at 9:30 for the luminaria service. For safety reasons, we need everyone seated by then.

 

 

9:30 lights go out.

 

Narrator: We ask all of our participants to join us in a moment of silence to reflect on those whom we honor tonight with the luminaria and the service.

 

Silence

 

Autumn Shiffler does first verse of Amazing Grace (no lights)

 

Narrator: reads poem

 

I light my candle,
melting it clear
the air whispers,
sometimes too near.
My candle burns
yellow, blue, white,
I keep it going
all through the night.
Sometimes it flickers,
moving in torrid patterns,
circling, dwindling, sparking tatters,
flame wanes, then rises up,
springing from what you thought was no more.
It keeps on fighting,
melting wax as time goes by,
the candle is me,
and it is I.

Candle by May Richardson

 

Tonight we use candles to pull back the darkness of the night and to honor those whose courage in fighting cancer have been inspiration to our lives. The flickering candles in the luminaria bags symbolize their spirit, their courage and our admiration.

 

The battle against cancer isn’t easy. Cancer touches people in many different ways, but the courage each patient has shown as they go through the surgeries, the radiation treatments, and the chemotherapy is a common trait. And so is the desire of all of us who participate in Relay For Life to reach the day when no one has to face the struggle against cancer again.

 

Tonight and throughout Relay For Life, we recognize and honor those who have fought and lost, those still battling cancer and those who have won against this disease. 

Inevitably, one of the sorrows of those left behind is the lack of time they had to spend with a loved one. Here to share that sentiment in song is Don and Sean Osborn.

Lights go up on Don and Sean Osborn. They perform Time in a Bottle. Lights go down.

Narrator: One of the people who has experienced that lack of time is Mary Ellen Jones, who saw her daughter, Helen, lose her battle with cancer.

Lights go up on Mary Ellen Jones. She speaks. Lights go down.

Autumn sings second verse of Amazing Grace sung  (no lights)

 

Narrator: Many of us have experienced a similar loss of a loved one to cancer. But thanks to research and improved medical techniques more people are finding it easier to battle and win against cancer. We also honor tonight those who are fighting the good fight.

There are many people who at some point get the label of heroes, and to many of us none are more deserving than a loved one battling cancer. Their courage and determination is an inspiration to us all and lifts our spirits. Here is Angela Dodson to share that sentiment in song.

Lights go up on Angela. She performs Wind Beneath My Wings. Lights go down.

Narrator: For each person, the fighting cancer takes different courses. Here to share his thoughts on the cancer experience is Ryan Keresey, captain of the Relay team, The Crazy Brainers.

Lights go up on Ryan. He speaks. Lights go down.

Third verse of Amazing Grace performed (no lights)

 

Narrator: Ultimately, we want to eliminate cancer. But until that happens, we must continue to strive to ensure those diagnosed can successfully battle and win against the disease and live full, happy, productive lives.

In November 2002, the current Relay For Life ambassador Brian Cupples was looking out a window after a second surgery for thyroid cancer. He saw trees bending in the wind. That inspired him to write a song, “In The Wind,” about his cancer experience and the importance of having someone in your life to help with your care during that time. Here is Brian to share that song.

Lights go up on Brian Cupples to perform his song: In The Wind. Lights go down.

Narrator: Here to share what it means to be a member of the third group we honor tonight – the cancer survivors – is _________________

Lights go up on __________________. Lights go down

Narrator: Tonight we honor those who have fought cancer and lost, those still doing battle and those who have been victorious against this terrible disease. The Relay For Life of Central Blair thanks all of those who have shared their thoughts and talents to make tonight’s luminaria service meaningful. We ask all of the participants and all those in the audience to join singer Autumn Shiffler in singing the first verse of Amazing Grace.

Lights go up on Autumn. She sings. Lights go down

 

At this point, we ask the audience remain seated, as we display the names of many of the people honored with luminaria tonight. We apologize if anyone has been omitted inadvertently or if names are spelled incorrectly.

Scroll names.

Once display finished, narrator again thanks all the participants and encourages people to allow those special memories invoked by the luminaria to inspire them to not give up the fight and to keep Relaying until the day when cancer is but a footnote in history books.

Thank you for joining in our luminaria service and may the spirit of this evening inspire you to keep participating in Relay For Life until we find a cure.

CEREMONY CONCLUDES. FIELD LIGHTS GO UP. 

