Good evening.   For those of you who are attending the Luminaria ceremony for the first 

time, welcome. For those of you who have participated in previous years, welcome back.

As we gather in community for this ceremony honoring those whose lives have been 

touched by cancer, I will guide you through the lighting of the names shortly. But first, as 

we mark the 20th year of the Relay for Life, we wanted to share with you how this 

ceremony came to be. Twenty years ago Dr. Gordon Klatt of Tacoma, Washington 

decided to run and walk for 24 hours to raise awareness and money in the fight against 

cancer in honor of his patients.  As his friends, colleagues and patients heard of this 

effort, they all said "We want to help".  They decided that the best way was to join him 

and the next year, they did. They found a track where they could all walk together and 

met for the start of the 24 hour Relay.  As they walked, someone wondered how they 

were going to see the track once it got dark, since the track had no lights!  Seems that was 

one detail they hadn't thought about. One of the walkers remembered seeing luminaria 

lights lining people's sidewalks at Christmastime and suggested that they go out and buy 

bags, sand and candles and make luminaria to light their way.

Since that night in 1986, luminarias have lined tracks, parks and roadways continuing to 

light the way in paying tribute to all who have battled cancer.

Since that night in 1986, people have been echoing the thoughts of those first Relayers by 

saying "We want to help". For months, you have been sending your requests for 

luminarias and volunteers have been helping to keep track of them, writing names in 

preparation for tonight. Last night, many volunteers gathered to fill the bags and this 

afternoon many more helped by setting the luminarias around the track.  

Since that night in 1986, the luminaria ceremony has been the heart of the Relay for Life. 

But unlike that first night, when the luminaria bags were plain and their only purpose was 

to light the way of the walkers, the hundreds of thousands of luminarias shining their 

lights since then  have all had a name, reminding us that each and every candle lit 

signifies a person, a life, a precious light.

Joining us now is Brian Luger to share the story of one such precious light.

BRIAN SPEAKS (This speaker told the story of his 7 year old nephew who died of lymphoma)

Brian's words are proof that those we hold closest to our hearts never truly leave us. They 

live on in the kindness they shared and the love they brought into our lives.  As we light 

our luminarias, we shine the light of love on those we have lost to cancer as we shine the 

light of hope in honor of those who have survived or are battling cancer now.

If you are a survivor, please light your luminaria now.

If you are light for your spouse, please light now.

If you are lighting for your parent, please light your candle now.

If you are lighting for your child, please light your luminaria now.

If you are lighting for your grandparent, please light now.

If your are lighting for a friend or relative, please light your candle now.

If there are candles near you that have not yet been lit, we ask that you light them now.

PLAY "I'm your Angel" by Celine Dion and R.Kelly 

Light  HOPE while this is playing

Once HOPE is lit, “As we look to the light of hope shining over us tonight,  we are reminded that in the future when we are faced with a choice between fear and hope…we choose hope! That concludes the luminaria ceremony, we ask that as you walk or stand while the names are read, talking is kept to a minimum.”  Read names.

Play 2 or 3 songs after as transition songs (Coming out of the Dark, etc.)

