RELAY FOR LIFE LUMINARIA CEREMONY SCRIPT


RELAY:  ____ ____________________________________

DATE:  __________________________________________

TIME OF LUMINARIA CEREMONY:  _______________

 * Please note:  This script may need to be revised for your particular Relay event.

SPEAKER FOR LUMINARIA CEREMONY:  

(10 minutes before – 10:10 ) MAY I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE.   It’s almost time for the traditional luminaria ceremony.  Soon, we’ll all be going out back for the Luminaria Ceremony.   We have candles that are decorated with foil that we will be using in honor of those who are battling cancer or have lost the battle…  Many of you have already purchased these candles already.  If others would like to, please go to the luminaria table and fill out the luminaria form and pick up your candle or candles.

AT TIME OF LUMINARIA

(10:20)  I AM  [YOUR NAME HERE] , [TITLE] for the [YOUR EVENT HERE] Relay For Life.  Let’s now go out back for the luminaria ceremony.  I WOULD NOW LIKE FOR EVERYONE TO PAUSE FOR THE TRADITIONAL RELAY FOR LIFE LUMINARIA CEREMONY.  IN THE NEXT FEW MINUTES, I ASK EACH PERSON WHO PURCHASED A LUMINARIA CANDLE TO GO TO THEIR CANDLE ON THE TRACK.  

THE LUMINARIA THAT ARE LINING THIS SIDEWALK REPRESENT ALL SURVIVORS AND THOSE WHO HAVE LOST THE BATTLE WITH CANCER.

AGAIN, IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO GO GET YOUR LUMINARIA CANDLE NOW, WE’LL PAUSE FOR 10 MORE MINUTES AND MEET BACK HERE.

(Pause for 10 minutes while everyone buys luminarias)

(10:30)  I HOPE THAT EVERYONE HAS HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO GET A LUMINARIA  CANDLE.  WE NOW REQUEST A SOLEMN MOOD AS WE PERFORM THE LUMINARIA CEREMONY.  THERE SHOULD BE MATCHES LAYING IN FRONT OF THE LUMINARIA.

TONIGHT LET US JOIN TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE LIFE.  ONE ASPECT OF THAT CELEBRATION IS TO HONOR OUR VALIANT CANCER SURVIVORS AS WELL AS THOSE WHO ARE NO LONGER WITH US.  CANCER SHOWS NO PREFERENCE.  IT TAKES YOUNG, OLD, MOTHERS, FATHERS, BROTHERS, SISTERS, HUSBANDS, WIVES, BEST FRIENDS, AND DEAR FRIENDS.  TONIGHT LET US PAY TRIBUTE TO THOSE WE LOVE, AND ALL WHOSE LIVES HAVE BEEN TOUCHED BY CANCER.

NOW, WE WILL GO IN A CIRCLE AND LIGHT THESE CANDLES IN HONOR OF THOSE WHO HAVE BATTLED CANCER.  

· If you are a cancer survivor, please light your luminaria in remembrance

· If you have lost a spouse to cancer, or your spouse is a survivor, please light your luminaria in honor of them.

· If you have lost a child to cancer, or your child is battling cancer, please light your luminaria in honor of them.

· If you have lost a grandchild to cancer, or your grandchild is battling cancer, please light your luminaria in honor of them.

· If you have a close relative who is a survivor, or a close relative is battling cancer, stand and light your luminaria in honor of them.

· If you have lost a parent to cancer, or your parent is battling cancer, please light your luminaria in honor of them.

· If you have lost a grandparent to cancer, or your grandparent is battling cancer, please light your luminaria in honor of them.

· If you have lost another family member to cancer, or another family member is battling cancer, please light your luminaria in honor of them.

· If you have lost a friend to cancer, or your friend is battling cancer, please light your luminaria in honor of them.

· If your candle or one near you is not list please light it now in honor of that person.


All of your candles are lit because we have all been affected by cancer!.  

Every child.

Every parent.

Every grandparent.

Every friend.   

and we are doing something about it.

We are turning our sorrows into celebration and converting our loss into action. We have put faces and voices on this disease. WE know we have made a difference, and we will continue to make a difference. Out goal is a Cancer Free World.

ABOUT THOSE WE HONOR WITH THESE LUMINARIA CANDLES , I SAY:  WE HONOR YOU TONIGHT, THIS LIGHT REPRESENTS THE LOVE WE HAVE FOR YOU.  IT BURNS FOR OTHERS TO SEE, BUT IT BURNS BRIGHTEST IN OUR HEARTS AND IN OUR SOULS.

WE NOW PAUSE FOR A FEW MOMENTS TO HONOR OUR FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES.

(Music may be played at this time.)

THANK YOU ALL FOR BEING HERE AND FOR PARTICIPATING IN THIS CELEBRATION OF LIFE.  KEEP UP THE FIGHT.  

This script assembled by:  Judy Heiger, Communications, with modifications and updates by Ramesh Moorthy (moorthyr@aol.com) and ideas from Julie (tljknox)
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