American Cancer Society Relay For Life Ideas and Information Page

For Volunteers, By Volunteers! - http://www.acsrelay.org

14-Sample Kickoff Agendas & Kickoff Invite Letter Examples!

Here is a general kickoff agenda;

7-7:30 

Open time – mingling, activities, food, opportunity to sign up for door prize 

raffle, buy luminarias in memory of those you know who are battling or have lost the battle with cancer, a computer setup for people to learn how to do the on-line fundraising stuff at acsevents.org/kintera.org
7:30

Introductions by Steve in the Morning from Jazz 98, Honorary Kickoff MC

7:45

Remarks and recognitions by 2003 Event Chair Suzanne Sobisoba

- make sure Suzanne recognizes volunteers, sponsors etc.

7:55

5 minute video about Relay & quick powerpoint slideshow of last year’s event

8:05

Survivor speaker, Dawnie Dissy

8:15

Luminaria ceremony

8:15

Closing remarks by Steve in the Morning

8:15 – 9:00
Team signups, mingling, more activities, food.

Saddle Up For A Cure!

Western Themed Relay Kickoff Agenda:

Everyone dresses up in western clothing, brings “horsies” made from brooms and such…  Wear your cowboy hat!!!  And teams have themes around the Wild Wild West…. (
	6-7 
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	The Moseyin’ Hour – Mosey on around and meet your “Relay Pardners”…  They’re a fixing to meet you and tell you ‘bout their great Relay ideas!  Let ‘em know what you’re doin’ to “cook up a cure”!
And take a little time to lasso some food, get yourself a luminary, and more!
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	Introductions – Get yourself the rootin’est tootinest MC who can do the best Wild Wild West accent!  Have them kickoff your Relay with a Hee Haw!



	715-745
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	Cattle Call Contest – Hold a cattle call contest and have a great prize for the winner (determined by the loudest clapping!)



	745- 800
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	Callin’ For A Cure – Opening Remarks by Your Chair


	800-815
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	Survivor Story! – A story from someone’s who’s lassoed cancer and looked it in the eye!



	815-845
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	Luminaria Round Up – Hold a preview of the luminaria ceremony with the luminaria that you have sold at your kickoff
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	Closing Out A Cure – Closing Remarks by your MC



“Carnival For A Cure”

Have all your teams have a carnival/circus theme!!!  You can give away stuffed animals to for a donation (if that fits with your local rules!  Please check with your committee/staff!)… In this case, have your Kickoff be a Carnival with carnival games, activities, a clown, and so on!

	6-8 
	[image: image8.png]




	A Relay Relay Great Carnival! – Have a great carnival with fair games (get a local party supply to donate some for the evening), clowns, face painting, an ice cream carnival and more!
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	The Court Jester’s Opening Remarks – Get a great MC to dress up like a jester and MC your event (
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	Pull A Rabbit Out of A Hat Contest – Invite kids at your kickoff to come up and “pull a rabbit out a hat” (they pull out tickets that win them a certain prize).


	745- 800
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	The Opening Parade – Your Carnival Beauty Queen (your chair) gives you some opening comments…


	800-815
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	A Roller Coaster Ride… – A story from someone’s who’s taken the roller coaster ride of cancer and are here to tell you their story.
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	Luminaria Go Round – Hold a preview of the luminaria ceremony with the luminaria that you have sold at your kickoff – Have people stand next to the Luminaria they donated for and say the name of the person it is for… “Go Round” the room and do this…
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	Closing Out A Cure – Closing Remarks by your MC



Cruisin’ For A Cure –

Have a “car” theme for your event…  Teams could use any of the car related themes below under the ideas for team themes, such as “Little Red Corvette”, “Car Wash For A Cure”, “Car Bashers For A Cure”.  Have a car show/fundraiser as your event kickoff.  
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	The Pre-Race Warmup! – Have a great car oriented Kickoff pre-party – with a car show for people to see nice classic cars, car games (have little auto race games, etc.) 
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	 Race Opening Remarks – Get a great MC to dress up like a car racer and give opening remarks with lots of great car puns (
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	The Car Parade – Have a great Car Show Parade that goes around town and ends at your kickoff…  
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	Ladies and Gentlemen, Start Your Engines! – Your Master of Ceremonies (your chair) tells his/her team captains to “start their (team) engines to get things going!!!!”
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	Driving For A Cure… – A story from a caregiver on how they are “driving for a cure”!
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	Luminaria Race Round-Up – Hold a preview of the luminaria ceremony with the luminaria that you have sold at your kickoff – Have people stand next to the Luminaria they donated for and say the name of the person it is for… “Race Round” the room and do this…
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	Chekered Flag For A Cure! – Closing Remarks by your MC
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