12-Creative Uses for Leftover Relay For Life T-Shirts

Here are some ideas for using leftover Relay For Life t-shirts in a creative way!:

OVERALL IDEA TO USE UP SHIRTS

· 1001 Uses For Relay Shirts Silent Auction Contest or Best Ideas Contest – Check your local guidelines before DOING THIS!!!!  Silent Auctions are not allowed in some states…  If not allowed, you can still have this contest provided your event leadership is ok with it, just without the auction. 

· Have each team take 10 old shirts and challenge them to come up with a creative use for the shirts (see below for some ideas)…  Have them turn the shirts into an item for a sient auction, or as a giveaway at Relay.  Have prizes for the best ideas, and then send them to me to add to this list (
SPECIFIC IDEAS

· Care Giver Thank You Package - Give them to care givers with a thank you letter for their support against cancer, with an invitation to join you for the following year's Relay For Life.

· Get Well/Survivor Relay For Life Shirts - Save them, and take permanent washable (that won't wash out) markers, WRITE SURVIVOR in big letters across the back, have people sign them, and give them to someone who is battling cancer as a gift; also invite them to Relay For Life to participate as a survivor!  Its a great way to create survivor shirts that don't cost, and have a nice personal touch.

· New Volunter Recruiting Gift on a Saturday Relay Blitz – Gather a group of volunteers to meet on a Saturday morning at your local bagel shop… After feeding them bagels, have them spread out all over town with “Relay Care Packages” – A bag with old shirts, information about Relay, etc. corporate sponsorship packets, team captian packets, posters for businesses to hang, and other trinkets – use these as gifts and sign up new teams, corporate sponsorships, etc.  In one Saturday or a weekday afternoon, you could recruit a large # of Relay contacts! (thanks to R. Moorthy, Baltimore, MD for this idea)

· Pillows – see Quilts
· RELAY FOR LIFE FROZEN T-SHIRT CONTEST - Great for warm Relays!  Roll up the t-shirts, tie them with a ribbon , then soak them in a wash tub.  Freeze these in a big meat freezer and take them to Relay...  Before then, ask each team to have a volunteer who will wear it in a contest at Relay (REALLY!)...  You could see who can get it on first to win (and have a prize for it), or who can wear it the longest (and let them fundraise with a coin jar as long as they are wearing it, up to 1 hour), etc.

· Relay For Life Fundaiser Flags – Cut out the Relay Logo on front of two extra shirts, and turn it into a Relay For Life Flag (put a rod across the top to support it)….  Sell them as fundraisers!

· Relay For Life Pillows – Thanks to Nancy S. in St. Joseph, MO! – “Our team has been a part of the Heartland Division, in St. Joseph, Missouri for the past 6 years.  For a fund raiser this year we made Relay for Life pillows from recycled tshirts.  Since next year will be the 10th Anniversary for the St Joseph Relay, our team would like to make a Tshirt Quilt as a fund raiser next year. “
· Quilt – Relay For Life T-Shirt Quilt & Pillows! – What an amazing idea!  “Our Relay for Life Pillow went over well, we put out an email to other teams involved in the Heartland Division and got a good response we sold over $100.00 worth of pillows and even got some recognition on the local TV station the night of the Relay…  [AND] The anniversary quilt we will be selling chances for the night of Heartland division’s 2007 Relay for Life night.  The other 2 quilts we are not sure how to do the fund raising, we may sale them outright or try our luck on ebay.  If you have questions, you can e-mail ebsportsmom@yahoo.com” .  Thanks to Nancy S. and the St. Joseph, MO Relay For Life!
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You could focus on one year, or get shirts from multiple years like Nancy S. did.  Turn your idea into a challenge for your Relay or even your area where 1. you have publicity for finding t-shirts for quilts that are brought to your relay's or area Relay For Life kickoff... And you have regional goal of $x raised by doing quilts? Maybe even give a prize to the Relay that gets the most $$ raised by auctioning off the quilts?
· Relay For Life T-Shirt Bags - I saw a team turn old shirts that people had into sacks by putting a "paisley" cloth bottom on them, and a band border around a top opening, and then the team sold them as fundraisers.

· Survivors Gifts - Give them to survivors at a survivors group as a "hello" and as part of an introduction to Relay.

· Wrap Up Meeting Prizes - Give the t-shirts away as prizes at your wrap-up meeting to each team - ask them to use it to recruit at least one new person for the following year

