10-Some Darn Good Ideas For Where You Can Use Your Time and/or Talent to Make a Difference

· Chemo Caps or Hats – if you are a knitter, there are several organizations that take/distribute donations of hats/caps for chemo patients:

http://www.headhuggers.org/
http://chemocaps.com
Furthermore, there are some great sites with guidelines if you want to make them – the sites above are great for that, as well as the following…



http://www.bevscountrycottage.com/cancercaps.html
http://www.patternworks.com/pwpages/chemocarecaps.html
http://knitting.about.com/library/nchemocap.htm
The following sites have various links about chemo caps:

http://www.freewebs.com/crochetfriendscharity/chemocapslinks.htm
· Baby/Kid Blankets – if you can knit, this is another great idea!  Visit:

http://www.hillsboroughrelayforlife.com/fundraisers.shtml

Just make sure you check on guidelines relative to having blankets in baby cribs (Most doctors now recommend not having them in cribs, we’ve heard).  These would be great to display in a kids and babies room thought!!!!   Thanks to Lynn and the Hillsborough Relay For Life for this idea!

· Baking - There are a couple of websites for baking/cookies that have ribbon shaped cookie cutters:

http://www.fancyflours.com/cgi-bin/fancyflours/420000401-1.html

http://www.headcovers.com/moreinfo.php?id=10031

· this site donates 50% of the proceeds to breast cancer.

http://www.pinkribbonshop.com/prod_cookie_cutter_mini.asp

· 50 cents is donated for each one sold  to the Cancer Association of Greater New Orleans - CAGNO.

· Lollipop Awareness Ribbon Suckers – A great idea from Leslie W. “I recently bought a lollipop mold on Ebay-to make awareness ribbon suckers.  At my local walmart, I got purple, pink and yellow chocolate (easy to get now that it's Easter) and I also bought flavorings (grape, bubblegum, and banana-crème).  The mold cost $4 and the flavorings cost $1.29 each bottle (a litle goes along way.  We plan on making awareness ribbon chocolate suckers in the 3 most popular colors right now.  Each one will be individually wrapped and we can sell these for about $2 each-they are quite big.  These are great for the kids to help make and sell!“…  Search on Ebay for the seller of the molds!

· Quilt – Relay For Life T-Shirt Quilt & Pillows! – What an amazing idea!  “Our Relay for Life Pillow went over well, we put out an email to other teams involved in the Heartland Division and got a good response we sold over $100.00 worth of pillows and even got some recognition on the local TV station the night of the Relay…  [AND] The anniversary quilt we will be selling chances for the night of Heartland division’s 2007 Relay for Life night.  The other 2 quilts we are not sure how to do the fund raising, we may sale them outright or try our luck on ebay.  If you have questions, you can e-mail ebsportsmom@yahoo.com” .  Thanks to Nancy S. and the St. Joseph, MO Relay For Life!
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You could focus on one year, or get shirts from multiple years like Nancy S. did.  Turn your idea into a challenge for your Relay or even your area where 1. you have publicity for finding t-shirts for quilts that are brought to your relay's or area Relay For Life kickoff... And you have regional goal of $x raised by doing quilts? Maybe even give a prize to the Relay that gets the most $$ raised by auctioning off the quilts?
· Relay Bracelets – Many teams now make bracelets that are available for a donation…  Many teams raise $$$$ thousands that way!  Here are some examples:

These were made by Pippa – thanks for sharing!:  “…I do 2 designs, the single beads you see here and one that is bands of color (segmented).  I attach them to a bookmark on which I have put the Relay logo as well as "Thank You" stamped on the front and a list of the cancers and coordinating colors on the back.  The whole thing is tied together with a lavender ribbon.  …I sell them for $10 and an keep nothing myself, ALL the money goes to ACS.  I started making them in April and to date have raised over $1500 for ACS.  I now make special requests (different colors and sizes) and have even done a few ID Tag holders (lanyards) for a few people.  Those I have to charge $15 for or I don't even break even!”
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