10-Some Darn Good Ideas For Team Spirit Awards for Team Captains and Teams

Team Spirit Awards are “incentive programs” for your Relay captains and teams to get into the “spirit” of Relay…  

TIPS

· Have Points or Relay Bucks (that they can use to redeem for prizes) for The things that matter -  Suggestions – 

· Before event challenges:

· Hold a team fundraiser

· Attend Team Captains’ Meetings

· Bring a team member to a team captains meeting

· Points for every team they recruit

· Challenges at the event:

· campsite contest

· team spirit at event

· having someone on the track all night

· hourly contests on the track (as an on-site activities)

· ask cancer control questions from the podium each hour that have points as rewards

See the examples at the end of this file for other things to reward!

· You can design your spirit awards to address what's good and could improve about your Relay - For example, if people don't get their money in early, make getting your money in early worth a lot. If people don't stay all night, make staying all night and being there in the morning a points thing... and so on.  It’s not one size fits all.

· Team Captain Scrapbook Passports - Keep the passport from year to year and add to it somehow... One thought - Make their passports little binder books that can have pages added to - team photos each year, sheets where they get their punches/points, etc... That way it is a passport and history of their team captaincy... 

· Another way to keep track of Team Spirit – Have a list of things to do, and give them a “ticket” or a sticker for each thing they do…  Have them turn in the tickets at closing, and give awards to the top three teams

· Give a prize/award to the best team spirit team. - Many events have an award for most $$ raised but also for most Team Spirit Points…  You can recognize your top three fundraisers AND your top three spirit teams.   The best prize combination is to have something “prestigious” that is a “traveling recognition” for teams, as well as a different prize each year…  
· “TRAVELLING RECOGNITIONS” – Here are ideas for a “traveling item” that goes from the previous year winner to the next year’s winning team.  
· Traveling Trophy – Have a traveling trophy for the best team!  Order some nifty Relay related gear or have your staff check around the office for stuff that you could use (Do this in addition to the prize you give the top three teams each year.)
· Travelling Banner – Have a banner the winning team can display at their business – declaring them as a great Relay For Life supporter with the most spirit!
· “YEARLY RECOGNITIONS FOR TEAMS” – In addition to the traveling recognition that goes from one year’s winner to the next, have specific prizes each year.
· A Team Dinner Out – Get a dinner donated for the team that finishes first at a nice restaurant (
· Relay Trinkets for the Team – Have your staff order some nice trinkets – such as Relay For Life special hats, Relay bracelets, inexpensive Relay shirts, etc. for all the team members
· Another way to keep track of Team Spirit – Have a list of things to do, and give them a “ticket” or a sticker for each thing they do…  Have them turn in the tickets at closing, and give awards to the top three teams
EXAMPLES

· Relay Bucks – This is another way to do Relay Spirit Points.  “We instituted "Relay Bucks" this year... Participants were given the opportunity to "earn" relay bucks by completing a number of things that helped me meet other goals and furthered the mission of ACS (Tell-A-Friend, visit the website, call the 800 # for information, quit smoking, get a mammogram, etc.) The Relay bucks were then redeemable at the event for RFL merchandise. (Our division has opted to not sell any RFL merchandise due to the 501c3 status). No items were available for purchase except with Relay Bucks (You could earn some at the event by helping out in the concession stand, with trash, luminaria etc). As a result many of my participants completed the above mentioned items and I met my tell-a-friend goal, and several people who might not have been screened were and one was diagnosed in the early stages. It has been very successful.”  Thanks to the Lagrange County, Indiana Relay For Life and Marty!
· EXAMPLE 1

American Cancer Society Relay For Life Team Spirit Award!

Year

__________________
Team Name
__________________

Team Captain
__________________
Total $ Raised
__________________

	Team Spirit Step!

Top Fundraiser at event?

Fundraising – 1 point for every $100 raised!

Best Team Spirit award at event

Best decorated campsite award

Best on-site fundraiser award

Best team costumes!

Find a corporate sponsor! – 1 point for every $100 that the corporate sponsor donates

^  DAY OF EVENT  ^

Recruit Another Team

Recruit Survivors

Hold  A Team Fundraiser

Bring A Team Member To TC Mtg

Attend Team Captains Meeting #3

Attend Team Captains Meeting #2

Attend Team Captains Meeting #1

Hold  Team Fundraiser #1

Put together a team and sign the commitment form!

^  DAY OF EVENT  ^


	Points

Value
10

Enter here

20

20

20

20

Enter here

^^^

20 each

10 each

20

20 each

20

20

20

20

20

^^^


	Did It?

(check box)
^^^^^^^^

^^^^^^^^


	[image: image1.wmf]

	TOTAL POINTS:
	
	
	


EXAMPLE 2 – From the Santa Maria Relay For Life

This list (or the latest version) can be found at:

What is the Spirit Award?

The first Spirit Award was introduced at the 2002 Relay for Life. The object of this award is to recognize the Relay for Life team with the most "spirit" and at the same time promote, encourage and foster enthusiasm thru participation in spirit-promoting opportunities and events.

Why do we have a Spirit Award?

It was determined that even though the main thrust of this event is to raise money to find the cure, Teams needed to have some other motivation to stay in "spirit" during the entire 24 hours of the Relay for Life. The Spirit Award was born!

How Do You Earn "Spirit Award Points"?

Teams and team members can earn "Spirit Award Points" by participating in different events. The teams with the most points at the end of the relay will be recognized with a grand prize. There are many other opportunities and events for everyone to earn points for their team and receive individual recognition. Please refer to page 3 for the entire list of events and points.

The Spirit Award booth will remain open most of the 24 hours. Booth volunteers will keep score as teams and team members turn in their results. The score keeping will end at 08:00 a.m. on Sunday, July 25th. The teams with the most Spirit Award points at the end of the 24 hours will be announced during the closing ceremonies. Four classifications of the “Spirit Award” will be given this year in order to balance out the small and large teams as follows:

1. Galaxy Star Award - Teams with 30 and more members.

2. Big Dipper Star Award – Teams with 21-30 members.

3. Haley's Comet Star Award – Teams with 11-20 members.

4. Shooting Stars Award – Teams with 1-10 members.

Please contact Gale H at 555-5555 (Work) or 555-5550 (Home) to get your fund-raiser, free activity or game on the schedule.

I can also be reached by email at janedoe@doe.com. The RFL home page will reflect your event once it is scheduled.

The following is a list of opportunities and associated points teams can earn towards the "Spirit Award".

Point Opportunities.............................Star Points

1) Acquire Sponsor

.....Presenting Sponsor ($10,000)…………………………
6000

.....Platinum ($5,000)....................................................
4000

.....Gold ($2,500).........................................................
3000

.....Silver ($1,000).......................................................
2000

.....Bronze ($500).........................................................
1000

2) Recruit New Team.....................................................2000

3) Fund-Raising Incentive 1 Per $

.....(1 point for each $ raised by a team)

4) Camp Site Decorations (Tents & Motor Homes)

.....Theme (Stars) or Mission Delivery Decorations

.....1st Place Camp Site Decorations............................
500

.....2nd Place Camp Site Decorations...........................
300

.....3rd Place Camp Site Decorations...........................
200

5) Best Dressed Theme Team (Stars)....................
500

6) Best Dressed Mission Delivery Team...............
500

7) Participant in Talent Show...................................
500

8) Cancer Survivor Team Member.........................
500

9) Team Hosting Free On-Going Activity..............
500

10) Team Hosting Game/Fund Raiser....................
500

11) Pajama Fashion Parade Participant..................
200

12) Team Member at Event 24 Hours..................
200

EXAMPLE 3 – From Bath, NY Relay For Life – Thanks for Sharing!!!!!

This (or the latest version of it) can be found at:

http://www.bathrelayforlife.org/spirit_points.htm
Spirit Points are distributed to teams as they obtain certain goals between now and the end of the actual Relay.  The team with the most Spirit Points at the Closing Ceremony will be presented with a grand prize for the entire team to enjoy!  Teams are responsible for holding on to their points, as the committee will not be tracking their distribution.  So, find a safe place to store your points and let the earning begin!

Examples of how to earn Spirit Points are as follows, but not limited to:

· Earn 100 points if you register your team at Kickoff and set a team fundraising goal.

· Earn 10 points when you register your team after the Kickoff.

· Earn 50 points if you, the Team Captain, register yourself at Kickoff.

· Earn 10 points for each registered Team member (up to 15 people).

· Earn 20 points for every member on your team that raises a minimum of $100 and is turned in on or before 6/28/05.

· Earn 100 points for recruiting a newly registered team.

· Earn 500 points for each person on your team that raises a $1,000 or more and is turned in on or before 6/28/05.

· Earn 10 points each time you attend a Team Captain Meeting.

· Earn 10 more points for wearing Relay Gear when you attend a Team Captain Meeting.

· Earn 10 points for each Luminary form/bag turned in and 100 points for each $100 Luminary form/bag turned in.

· Earn 500 points for running a Relay Activity (i.e., Home Show Booth, Dairy Festival Booth, event at Relay).

· Earn 50 points for donating 50 or more items for goodie bags.  (50 points for every 50 items.)

· Earn 10 points for each Survivor on your team (up to 15).

· Earn 500 points for Community Flyer Distribution.

· Earn 100 points for every team member present at the Closing Ceremony.

Additional Spirit Points will be distributed by committee members for participation in a variety of activities.  Earning opportunities will continue to be announced.  Please let us know if you have any ideas for ways to earn points.  Have fun with this and maybe your team will reap the rewards.
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