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You or someone you love will fight cancer sometime in his or her life.

Did you know that cancer strikes one out of every three Americans?  Did you know that cancer will have an impact on approximately three of four Ohio families?   Did you know that about two in five Ohioans, or more than 4.6 million people, will eventually have cancer?  Did you know that two-thirds of new cases in America appear in people ages 55 and older, making age a more important risk factor for cancer than family history?  The American Cancer Society, the leader in the fight against cancer since 1913, will be there to help you or someone you love in the fight against cancer; but we need your help to do that.

The American Cancer Society
The American Cancer Society consists of more than two million Americans united to conquer cancer through balanced programs of research, education, advocacy, and service.  The dollars raised from the American Cancer Society Relay For Life are used to provide Hope…for the future, Progress…toward a cure, and Answers…to cancer questions and concerns. 

Researchers funded by the American Cancer Society have won 30 Nobel Prizes in the last 40 years.  Those and other American Cancer Society researchers are responsible for discovering every known method of detecting cancer (ultrasound, MRI’s, CAT scans, and mammograms); and every known technique for treating cancer.

Relay For Life
Relay For Life is the American Cancer Society’s signature event because it embodies everything that the ACS strives to achieve:

· It is a way that our community can honor those who are in the battle against cancer and remember those who have lost the battle.

· It is a way to educate our community about cancer and the tremendous strides that have been made against this disease.

· It is an unique fundraising event that allows participants from all walks of life, including patients, medical support staff, corporations, civic organizations, churches and community volunteers, to join together to fight cancer.

WHERE THE MONEY GOES

Where does the money raised go?  How does the American Cancer Society use the funds?   Does any of the money raised stay with the local community?

Prior to the first Relay For Life in the Mahoning Valley (Mollenkopf Staduim in 1993), support for cancer patients and their family was primarily limited to services that you could gain from your local medical facility.  Today, every program offered by the American Cancer Society nationwide is available in the Mahoning Valley.  Additionally, the American Cancer Society receives the highest ratings from all philanthropic watchdog groups and was recognized by Money Magazine for its efficient use of funds.  

Some of the programs now available in the Mahoning Valley are: 

I Can Cope is a series of educational classes for people who have cancer, their families and friends.  Classes include learning to cope with cancer, accessing needed resources, financial matters, nutrition and pain management.  

FOCUS (Friends Offering Compassionate Understanding and Support) is a breast cancer support group.

Reach to Recovery is a volunteer visitation program for breast cancer patients to receive support and information from a breast cancer survivor.

B.E.A.C.O.N. (Better Emotional Awareness of Cancer and our Needs) was founded in August 1996 as an extension of the Reach to Recovery program of the Trumbull County Unit of the American Cancer Society. It is a peer group designed to meet the ongoing needs of women who have breast cancer or some other breast health issue. 

Camp Friendship is available on a no-charge basis to all children from the ages of 7 to 15 who are currently undergoing cancer treatment or who are in remission.  

Look Good...Feel Better.  These sessions are to help women undergoing cancer treatment learn to cope with the appearance-related side effects. The program is provided cooperatively with the National Cosmetology Association and the Cosmetic Toiletry and Fragrance Association. 

Patient Navigator Program assists patients, families and caregivers with medical and financial guidance as well as social and emotional resources.

The American Cancer Society's Survivor Scholarship Program is available exclusively for students with a history of cancer.    

Tell A Friend reaches out to women 40and older to encourage them to obtain a mammogram.

The American Cancer Society also invests our contributions by:

Comprehensive information, around the clock.  The Society’s toll-free information line (1-800-ACS-2345) and Website (www.cancer.org) are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, offering comprehensive information about cancer and related services that help cancer patients and their families make informed decisions about their care.  

Cancer Research.  Research is vital in the fight against cancer because it leads to new treatments, prevention, and cures.  The American Cancer Society is the largest source of private, not-for-profit cancer research funds in the country, second only to the federal government.  Since, 1946, the Society has invested more than $2.2 billion in cancer research. The American Cancer Society to date has funded 30 Nobel Prize researchers.  The Society invests in the future by targeting beginning cancer researchers.  Because of research, the relative five-year survival rate for cancer is now up to 60%, and more than eight million cancer survivors are alive today.  

Advocacy.  Cancer is very much a political issue, and the Society works to make cancer a top priority for lawmakers at the federal, state, and local levels.  Some of our most important concerns are smoke-free communities, insurance, protecting cancer survivors from discrimination, and providing access to quality health care.  

Cancer Prevention.  Primary cancer prevention means taking the necessary precautions to prevent cancer in the first place.  Prevention programs are designed to help families make health-enhancing decisions.  The Society’s programs focus on: tobacco control, the relationship between diet/physical activity and cancer, promoting comprehensive school health education, and reducing the risk of skin cancer.  

Early Detection.  For many types of cancer, finding the disease at the earliest, most treatable stage can make the difference between life and death.  The American Cancer Society provides guidelines, educates the public and physicians, and is active in advocacy efforts to make screening tests accessible to all.  

FUNDRAISING BEGINS WITH FUN! 

One of the central purposes of the Relay For Life is to raise money for the fight against cancer.  Use your imagination to raise funds yourself or with your team in unique, fun, and profitable ways.  Whatever your fundraising efforts, remember to promote them as a benefit for the American Cancer Society.  

FUNDRAISING TIPS

Here are some tips to help you make the most of your fund raising efforts:

· Get donations rather than pledges.

· Start with family, friends and coworkers.

· Don’t wait!  Start early and fundraise all year round.

· Set GOALS – Minimum of $100 per team member.

· Challenge team members – Have them compete with each other.

· Show Relay videos at meetings.

· Reward outstanding donors through recognition, a prize, or by publicizing their support. 

· Dedicate the Relay to a family member, a friend, or a coworker.

· Place sponsorship sheets at places of business.

· Ask employer and/or businesses to cover costs or donate items to raffle, etc.

· Publicize – Publicize – Publicize.  Put up fliers and posters.  Use your local newspapers and local radio stations for free public announcements, and use the local American Cancer Society web page (www.trumbullrelayforlife.org).

· Ask for help from your Relay For Life Board and the American Cancer Society’s local office.

FUNDRAISING IDEAS

The number of ways to raise funds is only limited by your ingenuity and dedication (and in some cases, by laws and regulations, so make sure you are informed).  Emphasize what’s in it for the participants, be enthusiastic and remember to keep the FUN in fundraising! 

Use these ideas from around the country as a starting point for your own creativity!

INDIVIDUAL

	HOW TO RAISE $100 IN 10 DAYS

	DAY
	ACTION
	TOTAL

	1
	Put in your own $10 donation
	$10

	2
	Ask your spouse for $10 
	$20

	3
	Place a canister at your place of employment 
	$30

	4
	Ask a co-worker for $10 
	$40

	5
	Ask a friend for $10 
	$50

	6
	Ask a relative for $10 
	$60

	7
	Ask a neighbor for $10 
	$70

	8
	Ask another co-worker for $10 
	$80

	9
	Ask your supervisor for $10 
	$90

	10
	Ask another neighbor for $10 
	$100


	HOW TO RAISE $500 IN 10 DAYS

	DAY
	ACTION
	TOTAL

	1
	Put in your own $25 donation 
	$25

	2
	Ask Doctors/Dentists to donate $50 each 
	$125

	3
	Ask 4 family members to donate $25 each 
	$225

	4
	Ask 3 friends to donate $25 each 
	$300

	5
	Ask your supervisor to donate $25 
	$325

	6
	Ask 2 local merchants to donate $25 
	$375

	7
	Ask 3 neighbors to donate $15 each 
	$420

	8
	Ask 2 co-workers to donate $10 each 
	$440

	9
	Ask 3 people from church to donate $10 each 
	$470

	10
	Ask 3 of the parents of your children's friends for $10 
	$500


LETTERS

Great letters are part of the heart of our fundraising work for Relay For Life.  Without them, we would not raise over $300 Million per year towards a cure!

Here are the keys to a great letter and making it work!

· Make it personal (refer to those who you know who are battling cancer or have lost the fight)… People respond and relate to a personal cause.

· No more than one page – Tell them what you’re going to say, say it, and tell ‘em what you said, or so a friend used to say.

· Tell them where to send donations/how to donate.  If your event has online registration, give them on the online link to donate.  Lots of people love to donate online!

· Be original – An original letter – including photos, a unique spin, etc. will get people’s attention

· USE EMAIL, ESPECIALLY IF YOUR FRIENDS ARE ONLINE!!!!  Don’t send the email as an attachment… People don’t always open attachments.  Embed a photo if you can of a fun Relay photo…

· AND ALWAYS – THANK THOSE WHO DONATE – send a personal email (some people think you should send a handwritten note – you know your friends and family best!) or note.  Tell them what you raised, how the event did, and even send a photo to give them an idea of what you were a part of, particularly if they are not familiar with Relay.

Fast Fundraising... How to Raise LOTS of Money

by Art Ferranti, Redwood City Relay volunteer & Team Capt, California Div
[image: image2.png]


Here’s a way to raise a lot of money in a short amount of time.  Four to six weeks prior to your Relay, set aside about four hours one day and you can have it all done.

· Compose a one-page letter. Write your own as if you are sending it individually to a close friend. Use a computer.  Copy it twice.  Adjust one copy to be sent via email; the other for regular mail.

· Both versions should begin with a quick apology for the impersonal nature.  Include a preface that as a friend, you thought they would be interested in this important cause. 

· Send it to EVERYONE who has ever sent you something!  For the emails, blind copy (bcc) them all.  They don’t need to know who else is receiving your note.  This can result in more than 100 emails. 

· Balance fact with feeling. Include:  what Relay is (fact); why you are involved/what it means to you (feeling); where and when your Relay is, where the money goes (facts); describe the luminaria ceremony and how to purchase one (feeling); remind them to seek a company gift-match if offered (fact); and, on the back of the letter or at the bottom of your email, recreate a receipt and a luminaria sign-up form (time-saving tip).

· Early on, make “the ask”. Don’t limit your donors, but ask for a specific range.  My phrase is to ask for, “$10, $20, $50 or whatever your budget will allow.” 

· Give a ten-day deadline for response.  People respond when there is a sense of urgency. Tell them to write the check to the American Cancer Society and send it to your address.

· Write up envelopes for everyone who will not receive an email.  This is a great activity to do in front of the TV.

· Copy the letters and before stuffing into the envelope, handwrite in colored ink, on the top of the letter the person’s name and a quick line, “Hope you can support me.”  Sign it to add the personal touch.

· Mail the letters (yes, you will be out-of-pocket the postage and copying costs but they are minor compared to the return and, of course, the cause).  Transmit the emails.

Now, sit back and watch the checks roll in.  And they will.  One final thing: Send a brief handwritten thank-you to everyone who responds immediately upon receiving the check.  So, in that spirit, good luck and for all the people who will benefit from your cancer-fighting efforts… thank you!
Submitted by Minette Genuchi, Development Specialist, Heartland Div.

To raise both funds and awareness for his campus Relay For Life, Clint Eckstein, a student at the University of Nebraska, shaved his head—then sent a letter to friends on and off campus and family members.  In his letter, he described what cancer patients have to go through as they fight their disease.  Cost Cutters, a hair styling salon in Lincoln, donated a hair stylist to attend the event and shave heads to promote cancer awareness.  Clint raised $500 and four other people shaved their heads to raise money and awareness.

Canine Fundraising Letter (Adopt As You See Fit)

Dear Friend,

Greetings, salutations, and a wag of my tail from XYZ town in New England!  I am writing to you today because I know that my master needs my help.  As you probably know, Robert has always managed to get himself in some real “jams”.  Well, this is no exception.  In my three short years with him he has managed to come up with some "doozies": Do you know what he has done this time?  He has promised to raise at least $100.00 in sponsorship for the upcoming 24-Hour Relay For Life to benefit the American Cancer Society.  He has teamed up with a bunch of other crazies who have agreed to take turns walking laps throughout a 24-Hour period May 15th and 16th.  Surely you realize that he can hardly "raise sand", much less $100.00.  That is why I "borrowed" his keys and drove over to his office last night in order to type those - this letter (excuse me, but it is rather difficult to type with my big paws.  My claws keep getting in the way).

I would appreciate it (and so would he) if you could help him out in any way possible with his fundraising.  He is dedicating his efforts in honor of his wife (and my "Momma") Debra.  Your tax-deductible gift made payable the American Cancer Society- would get him out of this "jam".  If you are able to help, please use the return envelope provided before May 10th. Thanks!  I knew I could count on you (us dogs are great judges of character)! Well, I gotta go now.  It's time for me to go bark at something.  Take Care.

Sincerely,

Beauregard Jackson Sherman, Esquire

PS - I have enclosed a fact sheet about the event in case you wanted to know more about it.

Using email to get the word out!  Submitted by Ramesh Moorthy, Baltimore, MD  In this age of technology, leverage e-mail…  I have used this idea every year, and suggested it to several other people – two of them have told me and said they raised $1000+ from using such an e-mail! AND IT’S SO EASY!!!!!  Here is my letter…  I paste it in an e-mail and send it to all my family and friends:
Friends and Family,

As many of you are now familiar, it has become a yearly event for me to participate in the American Cancer Society's signature event, Relay for Life.  Relay for Life raises money to fight cancer and to raise awareness of cancer in the community.  It is a community-developed event run by volunteers and coached by ACS staff.  It honors cancer survivors, and remembers those who have lost their lives to cancer.  I became involved when I lived in Iowa 3 years ago, and since then my involvement has grown.

I have been fortunate - I have worked with wonderful people on Relay and this year I am a Team Captain for one of the Relays in the [YOUR CITY OR COUNTY] area – [YOUR EVENT NAME].  The unfortunate part is that I can tell you of the impact that cancer has had on my life – In the past year, I have lost [# OF PEOPLE WHO YOU KNOW WHO HAVE BEEN IMPACTED – GIVE THEM YOUR PERSONAL SPIN – I EMPHASIZE WHO I KNOW WHO HAS BEEN IMPACTED – MAKE SURE  YOU CHECK WITH THOSE PEOPLE BEFORE MENTIONING THEM…]

So, as you also know, part of this event is fund-raising, and I would like to ask you to sponsor me to walk in this event.  I will be at the event for the duration of the event - from about 3pm on [START DATE], until 10am on [END DATE].  And in all likelihood, sleep will be scarce :)  So those of you who are worried that I won't work for this donation don’ t have to worry (
If you would like to donate, please e-mail or call me with the amount you will be pledging, and you can send a donation, payable to the American Cancer Society, to me at the address below.  I'd also be happy to let you know your pledge from last year (not to be obnoxious, but many have already asked). (
If you would like more information, please contact me.  I'd be happy to get any information you'd like.  If you would like to become involved, I'd be happy to assist you, or contact your local American Cancer Society office.  There are over 4000 Relays across the U.S. where you can make a difference!

Thank you for supporting the fight against cancer!

[YOUR NAME HERE]
[YOUR ADDRESS HERE]
Short and Simple, not a lot to customize – Use this letter if you don’t want to put a lot of details on your event or fundraising, but want to communicate your fundraising goal, why it is important to you, and that’s all!  Thanks to the Pottstown Relay For Life for the basic format!

Dear Friends and Family,

The fight against cancer goes on. There is no one I know who can say they DO NOT have a friend or relative who has battled this terrible illness.

I have found a way I can fight this disease - through the American Cancer Society's Relay For Life. I am dedicating my walk this year to all those I know who have cancer right now or have lost the battle.


The American Cancer Society Relay For Life raises hundreds of millions of dollars each year in the fight against cancer.  Millions of people will walk or run through the night to raise money to fight cancer.  Relay For Life builds awareness of this dreaded disease and makes a difference in the lives of those affected by cancer HERE AND NOW!

My goal is to raise (your goal $$$) to help fight cancer.  I am asking for your support. Your tax-deductible contribution of $25 or more will help our community step up the fight against cancer. Please send a check, payable to the American Cancer Society, to my address today:


(your address, city, state, zip)

Thanks in advance for your thoughtfulness and generosity!

Sincerely,

(your name here) 

Another simple letter variation
Dear Friends and Family,

The fight against cancer goes on.  There is no one I know who can say they DO NOT have a friend or relative that has battled this terrible disease.  I have found a way to fight against cancer- through the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life.  I will be dedicating my walk to my dad, who is currently battling lung cancer.
Relay for Life is a team event that celebrates cancer survivors, and raises funds for the American Cancer Society research, education, prevention, advocacy and patient services.  It is a fun, outdoor and overnight fundraising event where teams take turns walking or running around a track.  My team, which will have 40 people on it, will be joined by hundreds of others (insert date here) at the (insert location here).  Millions of people of take part in Relay for Life events around the country and it raises over 40% of the funding for the American Cancer Society.   
The Relay starts off with a Survivor's Walk, where cancer survivors walk the initial lap, symbolizing the courage that survivors and their families display and sustain in their lives.  On the opening night, there is a beautiful and touching Luminaria Ceremony that pays tribute to cancer survivors and to loved ones who still live on in our hearts.

How can you help?

You can support me by making a tax-deductible contribution to the American Cancer Society. If you would like to donate, please call me with the amount you will be pledging, and you can send the donation, payable to the American Cancer Society, to me at the address below.  I must have all donations by (insert donation due date here).

Relay for Life represents the hope that those lost to cancer will never be forgotten, that those who face cancer will be supported and that one day cancer will be eliminated.  

Thank you for supporting the fight against cancer!

Relay for Life-There is no finish line until there's a cure! 

Checks should be made payable to American Cancer Society.

Please send donations to:

(address to send donations to – could be your address or ACS address in your community)

Another great letter example-A No-Show Benefit Tea – It is an invite to support a fundraising tea (that you don’t have to attend) We do this using a card making program and selecting the quarter-fold option.  This is the wording that we use. You include a tea bag when you send this. 
 
(Front) 
You are cordially invited to take part in A NO-SHOW BENEFIT TEA for the American Cancer Society 
 
(Picture of a tea set in this space) 
  
Mindful of the busy lives caring people lead, (Insert the name of your Relay for Life Team) invites you not to go anywhere but to stay home, prop up your feet, sip tea, relax, renew, refresh, and reflect with the knowledge you are helping find a cure for cancer. 


(Left side, inside) 
THANK you for... 
NOT showing. 
 
*No one spent long hours cooking a banquet... 
*No one hassled with picking out just the right outfit... 
* No one gave long, humdrum speeches... 
 *Because of your commitment to comfort and no fuss, you sensibly stayed home and sipped tea...relaxed...renewed...refreshed...reflected! 
*Good for you! Good for us! Many thanks! 
(picture of a tea pot under this part) 
 
(Right side, inside) 
I am writing you again to ask for your support. I will be walking in the American Cancer Society's Relay For Life at (site of your Relay For Life) on (date of your Relay). Hundreds of people will be walking for 24 hours to help raise money to fight cancer. 
 
I will be walking in memory and in honor of many family members and friends who are fighting this disease. Please help in the fight so we don't have to experience losing any more family members or friends. 
 
Any donation is appreciated. Donations are tax deductible. 
 
Time: Whenever you like 
Location: Your place (NOT ours) 
Dress: As you wish 
Donations need to be received by July 25th. 

TEAM FUNDRAISING

Business Raffles:  Coworkers can earn money by raffling the following:

· A member of management mows your yard, shovels your snow, etc.

· Trade jobs with CEO for a day

· Dinner at boss’s home

· Free lunch with the boss

· Company logo apparel

· Parking place(s)

· A day off

· Win a Vacation Day

Cancer Control:  Have a brown bag lunch seminar and invite someone from the American Cancer Society to speak on cancer prevention.  Ask employees to donate what they’d normally spend on going out to lunch or charge a set fee.

Car Wash:  Get your team together for a local town car wash.  Works great for high school teams.

Casual for Cancer or Denim Days:  Ask your company CEO/President to let staff dress casual or wear denim for a $5.00 or more in donations.

Cigarette Vending Machine Demolition:  Charge a fee for people to take a swing at it with a mallet (remove glass first).    

Company Contribution:  Solicit a specific donation from your organization above and beyond that raised by your team and apply the credit for incentives for all team members.

Computer Message:  Ask your company computer expert to have a message “pop up” on employees’ screens asking for a donation.  It won’t go away until they give.

Auction (Silent or Live):  Hold the event at your business, in your neighborhood, or at church. Ask for contributions of unique items such as homemade toys or art, a hand-knitted sweater, breakfast or dinner at someone's home, or a ride on someone's sailboat. Display the items (or their description) prior to the event. Hold the auction over lunch or at a convenient time.

Bake for Cure’s Sake:  Hold a Friday bake sale at work so employees will have treats for the weekend. Ask for baked goods to be wrapped attractively so they could be given as gifts. Encourage breakfast items, as well as sweets like bars and cookies.

Car Wash:  Get your team together for a local town car wash. This works great for high school teams.

Casual for Cancer:  Ask your company CEO or president to let staff dress casual or wear denim for a contribution of $5 or more.

Matching Gifts:  If your company has a matching gift program, that's an effective way to double your fundraising efforts. Be sure to check with the human resources department to obtain matching gift forms.

Movie Money:  Rent short videos (old classics are great) and have a movie week during lunch hour.  Charge admission and invite employees during lunch. 

Freddie the Flamingo:  An eight-year-old boy put "Freddie Flamingos" in people's yards with a note around Freddie’s neck asking for a donation for Relay For Life.  In the morning, he collected the birds and donations.  He raised more than $6,000!!!

Quilt Making:  Do you have a team that makes quilts? Make quilt squares in honor and in memory of people with cancer. Ask for a contribution for different sizes: a 4" square for $5, an 8" square for $15, and a 12" square for $25. Display the quilt at a public location, such as the chamber of commerce.

Duped by Dollars:  This works well at colleges or large companies. Departments/dormitories set up a jar for change drop offs.  The group with the most points wins a prize.  Pennies are worth positive points; silver coins and cash are worth negative points.  Sabotage the other residence halls by dropping silver coins and cash into their jar! 

Restaurants to the Rescue:  Ask a local restaurant or cafe to contribute a portion of the proceeds for a day.  It could be for a certain menu item or ask the owner if a special relay item can be on the daily special.  Create a sign letting patrons know if they purchase this special; the owner will donate half the money to the American Cancer Society.

Photo Contest:  Hold a “stumper” photo contest!  Ask employees to bring a baby or childhood photo of themselves that they believe no one can identify.  Ask for a donation to make a guess. Give winners a contributed prize.
Sports Tournaments:  Set up challenge matches between individuals or departments for basketball, softball, football, or any sport!  Ask for a donation as an entry fee and admission fee.  Ask for contributions in exchange for refreshments at the event.
Taste of the Day:  First, decide on a food theme (Creative Cookies, Best Barbecue Eats, Mexican Madness, etc.).  All of the volunteers bring a dish and guests make a donation of $5 for all you can eat, $5 for a standard take-out container or $10 for both. 

Fetch & Favor Fee:  Place a sign up sheet outside in your office, the teacher’s lounge, or even your own kitchen!  Approach business owners with this offer to run errands like fetching coffee or lunches, prescriptions, supplies, etc.   Create a price list to match the errand and let them know their dollars go toward a CURE.  

Magical Mondays:  Work out an arrangement with your employer to make flavorful Hazelnut or French Vanilla coffee in place of the regular every Monday and request a dollar donation for a steamy cup from co-workers.  (Supplying real creamer works well!)  Include a sign that explains Relay For Life.

Windshield Washing:  Fast food restaurant teams can collect donations for washing windshields as cars pass through drive up window.   
Poker Plays Pay:  Invite ten people over for a round of charity poker.  Send invitations explaining that your Relay for Life participation and request everyone brings $25- 40.00 mad money!  If you can recruit a few friends to help you, try this on a larger scale and hold it in your church basement or local school!  Provide refreshments.

Wishing You Well:  Set up a “wishing well” at your local school, business, church, or store with a sign explaining that all proceeds go toward Relay for Life and a cure for cancer.  Put and ad in your local paper announcing specific days for change drop-offs.  Maybe the store or your employer would do a matching gift?  You could even have this at your tent site at the relay.

Top Tent:  Fundraising at the relay.  Decorate ballot boxes for voting and donation collection.   People enter a vote for their favorite tent site with a donation.   Each site collects the vote and donation toward the total vote!

Lotta Bottles:  Each team member runs a bottle drive in their area.  Go door to door and collect bottles from your neighbors and friends.   Create a flyer to give to the donors about relay with your phone number inviting them to join in the fun and cause!  Maybe your local store will match the money you make!

Raffles:
· Beanie babies

· A very cool playhouse for children

· Catered dinner for 10

· Use of a condominium at the beach

· Maid service for a month

· Baskets full of anything, or just baskets

· Decorating service.  Most people would love to win the chance to have someone else

put up their holiday lights around their house.

· Lunch with the CEO

Ask for contributions for:

· The shirt off of your back.  Donors pay a fee to write their names on the back of

the shirt that gets worn for 24 hours.

· Food, any kind, any way, anywhere

· Art, both professional & student (parents will donate money for their budding

artist’s work).

· Balloons. Donations for RFL balloons can be for $2 each and make bouquets to be

delivered by volunteers.

· Candles

· Hair cuts. Have local salons sponsor a cut-a-thon with proceeds going to Relay.

· Flowers

· Jewelry

· From businesses you support to be a $100 contributor.

· For your donation/sponsorship envelope.  Carry it with you.

· Yard, porch, garage...

Odds & Ends

· Write a letter and ask!

· Parking cars - If your company has a parking lot near a local stadium, fair grounds   

or other mecca, let participants in the activity make a donation to park there.

· Kiss a pig - Put a picture of 2 or 3 managers or teachers on a cutout of a pig and

students/employees vote. The one who receives the most votes has to kiss a pig in

front of everyone.

· Odd jobs for a fee - Great for youth

· Auction off a prime parking spot for a week

· Questions for a buck - One team raised money by having their boss, who was

Constantly being asked questions, charge $1 for each question. Word spread 

throughout the company about what he was doing and everyone started asking 

questions and paying up.

· Recycle

· Skunk them - One hospital group put a stuffed skunk on a co-workers desk. They

needed to give a donation to be deskunked (make the skunk go away).

· Ugly bartender contest - Get the bartenders in town to agree to be in your contest. 

For $1 a vote the winner wins some type of award and becomes an honorary “server” 

of your team.

· Vending machine - Designate the profits from one of your vending machines to the 

ACS. If the company that provides the machine knows what’s going on, they may give 

you a lower price on the supplies - or donate a certain amount.

· Sabotage – Place jars in different parts of your business (different offices).  Each week, the area with the most amount of money in it’s jar loses), so it encourages you to fill up your competitors’ jars…  Add cool contests and run it for several weeks!
· Topless Car Wash – Wash a car, everything but the top… Then offer to wash the top for an additional donation to the American Cancer Society.

· Roundup At A Local Business – Have a local business ask customers for several hours to roundup for the ACS Relay For Life.  Whether they pay cash, write a check or charge it, the cashier takes the change out and drops it in the jar ($22 payment, $21.22 bill, $0.78 in the jar, get it?).  At the end of the night, the donations go to the American Cancer Society.
· Neighborhood Slam – Visit a neighborhood and tell them you will be back in two weeks to do chores for donations for your American Cancer Society Relay For Life Team.  Sign them up, and tell them that there are only limited slots!  Bring your team back, and knock out all the chores!   Also done as Rent A Youth – Line up a group of kids, go to a neighborhood and offer to do chores for a donation of $10 per hour to the American Cancer Society…  If you line up the chores a couple of weeks in advance, you might have even more luck!
· Give Up Something You Love For The American Cancer Society - Get someone to give something up they really really love.  For example:

· A Maryland volunteer gave up his Palm Pilot and Cell Phone for a 1 hour per $5 donation…  It ended up being an entire weekend!

· Shave your head or beard for $2000…
· Use the Little Handbook! - Remember to use the little handbooks of ideas on Fundraising available each year in your team captain’s packet.

· Holiday Cards - Send a Thanksgiving or Christmas card with a letter about your participation in Relay For Life – several volunteers using this method have raised thousands of dollars with this one letter and their holiday cards!

· E-mail – People love e-mail these days!  Send an e-mail to your address book (personal and/or corporate) about why you are involved and how they can help (donate, get involved, etc.)…  There are countless stories of volunteers who have raised thousands of dollars with this method, too!

· Kissing Contest! – Have contestants kiss a card and donate a dollar.  Stick up all the “kisses” (on the cards) on a wall, and have judges pick the best kiss (based on how the kiss on the card looks!  You aren’t really kissing anyone!).  Get a local business to donate the lipstick.
· Competition between Townships (if it is a “big” thing in your area which township you are from) – Challenge teams to find more from their township, and have a banner for the township with most teams, and let that township pick the campsites the next year first (up to a certain date).

· Have a Family and Friends Team Contest – All teams with “Family and Friends” in their team name have a contest

· Hospital Fundraiser – Have a hospital host a fundraiser at their location.  

· School Board Fundraiser – Have your local school board hold a fundraiser at a meeting (invite the community, have them make a donation to attend, and stay after for drinks and baked goodies)

· Hold a raffle – Get some good items donated and hold a raffle

· Hold a Relay For Life Golf Tournament – This will get men involved more, and can kickoff the Relay For Life season.  Have the losers on each hole have to make a $1 or $5 donation (depending on what your community can handle), in addition to paying the needed donation/entrance fee.

· Rocking Chair Donation, or Raffle – Have 2 rocking chairs painted, signed by survivors, and donated to local hospitals for use, or auction the chairs off and donate the proceeds  (the idea to have the rocking chairs signed and donated to local hospitals came from the Arnold, MD Relay For Life!).

· Buy Your Co-Worker a Valentine For Relay – Sell Relay For Life valentines, and have people make a $5 donation to buy one for a co-worker.

· Bake Sale: Hold a bake sale at school, church or other places in the community.  Ask for donations to be wrapped attractively so they could be given as gifts. Encourage breakfast items such as rolls and breads, as well as sweets such as bars and cookies.

· Cancer Control: Have a brown bag lunch and invite someone from the American Cancer Society to speak on cancer prevention. Ask people to donate what they’d normally spend on going out to lunch or charge a set fee.

· Computer Message:  Have a message pop up on friend’s screens asking for a donation. It won’t go away until they give.  Or send an email asking for their support.

· Earn Dollars for a Prize:  Raise a minimum of $100 to get name in drawing for giveaway. Make sure giveaway item is donated from local store.

· Fishing for a Cure: Set up a booth that looks like a pond with poles, etc. with prizes floating in it and charge $1.00 to fish for a prize. 

· Flying Pig Project: Place a piggy bank on someone’s porch (when they’re not looking) and to make the pig fly away, they will need to give the pig a donation.

· Friends and Family: Dedicate your personal effort to someone who has won a battle with cancer or to someone who is battling cancer or to someone who has lost the battle or all three, include that in a letter along with a self-addressed, stamped envelope and consider mailing it to: friends, family,  your doctor, dentist, hairdresser, barber, church members, service club members, Christmas or Hanukkah card list, personal phone director, etc.

· Garage Sales: Not just your stuff, ask friends, & neighbors to donate items to your garage sale or hold a Team Garage Sale and have all team members bring items.

· Kiss A Pig Contest: Ask the popular person in your school to do something fun if your team raises a certain amount of money.  Be creative, for example shave a beard or a head, dress up like a pig, kiss a pig, dunking booth pie in the face and many more. 

· Penny Drive: Set up containers all over town.

Collier Athletic Club held a Poolside Guest Bartending Evening on a Friday night from 6-9 PM.  Six bartending teams members participated, each dressed in costume of choice and working an hour shift had pre-invited friends to come out and support team fundraiser. In three hours they collectively raised $11,000 in tips. Todd and Kristin Weardon, members attending the event, pledged to match whatever was raised that evening. The Collier Athletic Club banked over $22,000 for their team in one fun filled over-extended happy hour!

Restaurant Involvement Making a Difference

Submitted by Lindsey Thomas, Youth Rep, National Relay Advisory Team, Mid South Division volunteer

I have recruited a team from the restaurant where I work.  For one team captain meeting, the owners will donate 60% after cost to be donated to our team fundraising.  The wait staff will donate all tips and hourly wages, our wine distributors will donate beverages, and Kinkos is running off all our fliers and tickets.  The restaurant will be decorated with informational signs about the ACS, Relay and advocacy.  Just a little story about what a college kid can do when she asks the right people.  Our whole town is getting involved and we are really going to kick cancer's butt in Tuscaloosa this Relay season!
Gas Station Oil Change Fundraiser 

Submitted by Wendy Traxler, Relay For Life Coordinator, Midwest Division

Request that a local oil change garage donate their time and material for a Saturday afternoon of oil changes. 100 percent of the income goes to the local Relay. While the customer is waiting for their car you can sell luminaria and food to help pass the time. Don't forget the cancer control information! Ft. Atkinson, WI raised over $1,800 in one afternoon by doing 101 oil changes at $15 each, $170 at the brat stand and $200 on a car wash. Pennzoil donated the oil and filters and the staff donated their time.  Chris Ault of the Ft. Atkinson Relay states " It's like another team at our event.”

“Kill” for a Cure

Submitted by Katrina VanHuss, Turnkey Promotions, National Vendor
My company was working with the American Cancer Society on a limited basis since 1994 in the Mid-Atlantic Division and now at the national level.  Many in our 10-person company played competitive volleyball.  In 1997 one of my non-company teammates, Karen Shortall, was diagnosed with malignant melanoma.  She was 26 at the time.  That year we had a volleyball tournament to help with her medical expenses and called it "Kill For a Cure."  "Kill" is a volleyball term that means to hit the ball with enough force that you knock your friends down on the other side of the net and laugh at them.  Well, that what it means to me anyway.  

 

Karen died the next year.  She did our first Relay with us in 1997 and was gone the next.   It was 19 degrees that first year and she stayed all night. She died 4 months later. At that point my ACS client, Micki Privett, educated me about Relay and we got involved.   Since then our Relay teams have continued the "Kill For a Cure" tournament and this past year raised over $7,000 with that tournament alone.  At that tournament we have a concession (and we don't make change), we've sold massages (and we solicit big tips however we can), we've sold Latin dance lessons (good money there), a Silent Auction (competitive people are good at this) and we sell "I’m playing for..." stickers for $2 each. Most players end up covered with them by end of day.  Through that tournament and other efforts our teams have raised over $40,000  since 1997 because an ACS staff person took the time to tell us what Relay was all about. 

 
Celebrity Pie Auction  -Submitted by Betty Klementz, Illinois Division
Julie Johanson hosted a Celebrity Pie Auction on April 19th using her radio station for 6 hours to place the pies of two citizens simultaneously on the auction block to receive bids by call-in to the radio station.  All monies donated were entirely donated to the American Cancer Society.  During each 15-minute segment the "celebrities" were on the air being interviewed by J.R..  They not only created an awareness of the American Cancer Society, its cause and goals, but it also brought to the listening audience the personal story of each of the 40 celebrities of why people are involved.  This was the third year of her and her entire staff's efforts, and it raised over $14,000.   The American Cancer Society Relay For Life of Whiteside County reaped the benefit of 6 hours of publicity for their event, as well as the monies.  Even Secretary of State Jesse White was in the area, heard the auction, and stopped by the station to make a donation.
ON-SITE FUNDRAISING

Onsite Hair Salon

Submitted by Susan Highsmith-Graveline, MADAC team captain and founder, Gwinnett Relay For Life, Georgia, Southeast Division

For 2 years now, we have had a local hair salon offer haircuts for donations to ACS on-site at Relay.  The first year we were not sure how it would go, but we were SWAMPED!  We made almost $1,000 and had to turn people away! The hair stylists donated all of their time, so 100% went to the American Cancer Society.  Last year, we were more prepared and made almost $1,400 at $20 minimum donation per cut.  Some donated more money for the cause.  In addition, some of the African American girls on our team started braiding hair, like they offer in Jamaica.  The girls would do this to pass time in order to stay awake.  They started charging $5 and made almost $100.  This year we're preparing to offer both haircuts and braiding at a $20 minimum donation, and hope to raise as much as $2,000 on site!

Make a Difference - Dedicate a Song

Submitted by Kelli Barry, Relay For Life Manager, New England Division

Hampshire County, MA had the great idea of having Relayers pay $5 to have a dedication and special song played for the person they are walking for at Relay.
Gurney Rides

Submitted by White Bear Lake Relay For Life, Minnesota Midwest Division

For the eighth year, the White Bear Lake Fire Department in Minnesota will be raising money onsite at Relay.  “The Hosers” bring a gurney and take turns offering rides to the Relay participants for $2 a lap.  The participants young and old wait in line for this fabulous ride around the track by the male and female members of the volunteer fire department.  This fundraiser brought in $800 additional dollars to their team that raises more than $2500.  
MULTI-TEAM FUNDRAISING

Food Tasting - My Mom does a fund-raiser every year called The Great Chocolate Escape.  All of the volunteers bring a chocolate dessert (we usually have one table of non-chocolate, so those who are allergic have no excuse to skip it), and guests are charged $5 for all you can eat, $5 for a standard take-out container, or $10 for both.  This concept could translate to barbecue, sandwiches, whatever.  Basically, all you need is a couple of banquet tables to set all the food on, and someone to recruit the cooks.  Sometimes we use place cards (bought at card or party stores) to label foods.  For a small local fundraiser (a rural mill town of about 5000) it usually brings in about $2000, without a lot of effort.

Cakewalk; Submitted by Amy Motyka, Community Development Dir. - We have each team bringing a homemade cake, then ask for entry to the cakewalk for a minimum donation of one dollar each. Numbered squares are placed around the park and the activity runs similar to musical chairs.  The cakewalk is scheduled when we have several hundred people attending our ceremonies.   When the music stops, a number will be drawn and the people on that space who have tickets will win a cake! 

Taste Of Life Silent Auction; Submitted by Genevieve Baens, Community Income Manager, Southeast Division - Allendale County recently held its team fundraiser Taste Of Life Silent Auction at the USC Salkehatchie Hut. It is a fundraiser open to all teams, and this year the event raised $2,500! Every team that participated (ten this year) had about $250 added to their team totals. Each participating team prepares several dishes and brings them to the event. The public can buy a minimum number of tickets and each ticket buys a "taste" of any of the dishes brought by the teams. Meanwhile, the business community participates by donating items and "goodies" for the Silent Auction (anything from hair care products to a grill!). It is a great way of bringing the teams together in one activity, getting businesses involved, and gathering the community in a festive atmosphere. All proceeds go to the 2002 Allendale County Relay For Life, and because everyone cooks and works together, there is no expense to the Relay. This was its most successful year so far with about 170 people attending the two-hour event.

Support Relay by shopping Albertson’s!; Submitted by Chris Hughes,  Community Development Manager, Northwest Division - "CAKE CARNIVAL" AT ALBERTSON’S BAKERIES!  All Albertson's Bakeries are having a Carnival of Cake Event on April 10th –16th.  For Every cake that is sold during this promotion, 25-cent donation will be made to Relay for Life.  Single layer cakes such as German Chocolate, Carrot, Cookies'n Creme and Chocolate Decadence will be Buy One CAKE, Get One FREE!  Average bakery will sell 300 cakes for $75 donation per store.  There are 135 bakeries in the Oregon and Washington area.  The goal is to raise $10,000!  Stickers for the cake event will say - BUY ME and a donation will be given to American Cancer Society Relay For Life. The stickers will be purple with white writing.  It will be advertised in the weekly paper also. 

Taste of Relay; Submitted by Kate Langstone, Regional Executive for Communications, New England Division - "The Taste of the Relay" as we call it, is an opportunity for area restaurants to join the American Cancer Society.  We ask that places donate a sampling of one or two of their specialty dishes and a person to help serve.  At the Relay, in the cafeteria or in a tent, the restaurants set up.  Participants, and the public donate $5.  The planning committee is in charge of putting together the event. This will be the second year for the Taste in Cohasset. Last year the net income from the Taste of Relay was $600. This year Cohasset has 11 restaurants signed on.  The Relay in Fall River just adopted the benefit this year and they have 9 restaurants signed on.

Luncheon Idea for Team Fundraising!; Submitted by Nancy Porterfield, Relay Volunteer, White Bear Lake Relay For Life Midwest Division - To earn funds as a team member in the RELAY FOR LIFE I decided that the easiest way was to do something that would be fun for my friends and me.  Since we are always lunching and playing bridge anyway, I decided on a bridge luncheon with all proceeds going to ACS.  The event has grown from 7 tables, seven years ago, to 14 full tables, bringing in approximately $1,400 - by charging $15 a person (checks made to ACS) and mailing a luminaria envelope with the invitation. Attendees also bring in additional donations. I encourage people to bring friends, just to let me know who and how many, so I'll have enough tables set up.  The food is simple, mostly finger food (sandwiches, fruit, veggies and sweets). I also provide door prizes for the winners.  Doing something that people enjoy is what counts most; you can have fun for a cause!  
YOUTH FUNDRAISING

101 Fundraising Ideas For Youth Groups

These ideas are designed to trigger your imagination.  Do not forget to think about safety concerns as you make your plans, such as seeking permission where necessary, and informing parents/guardians and teachers of your plans.  The most important thing is to have fun!

1. Jellybean count:  Fill a jar with jellybeans and have people pay to guess how many there are in the jar.

2. Dress-down day:  If you attend a school that requires a uniform, have a day in which all the students can wear casual clothes.  Charge each student who wants to participate.  Make certain that you ask permission of your principal first.

3. Band and choir concerts:  Ask your school band or choir to donate their time by performing a benefit concert for your cause.  Charge admission for the event.

4. Walkathon:  Choose a date and a route, make up some pledge forms, and advertise with posters.  Have everyone who wants to participate gather donations or pledges using their pledge forms.

5. Bag groceries:  Ask a local grocery store if you can bag people’s groceries for donations.  Be certain to put up a sign saying what the donation is for.

6. Skip-a-thon:  Choose a date, make up pledge forms, and advertise with posters.  Have everyone who wants to participate gather donations or pledges using their pledge forms, then skip.

7. Raffles:  Sell tickets and keep ticket stubs.  On the date of the draw, have someone close his or her eyes and pick a ticket stub from all the ones that were sold.  Do this publicly.  The winner receives a prize they bought a ticket for.

8. Auction:  Have individuals, groups and businesses donate goods and services.  Be creative in what you can auction off and make certain that the goods and services are sold at reasonable prices.

9. Perform a free service for donations:  Rake leaves, mow grass, shovel snow, take care of a pet.  When offering your service, ask the person who benefited from your actions for a donation toward your worthy cause.

10. Sell candy or cards:  work with reputable businesses that provide merchandise you can sell.  Be sure at least half of the money raised goes to your cause.

11. Winter carnival:  Hold a winter carnival in your local park or schoolyard.  Invite students, staff, and the community.  Charge admission and/or a small fee to play games.

12. Carnival Day:  Host a mini carnival with games, prizes and popcorn in a local park or your own backyard.  Charge admission and/or a small fee to play games.

13. Spelling Bee:  Look through some books or in the dictionary and come up with a list of words of increasing difficulty.  Have participants and spectators pay to participate.

14. Battle of the bands:  Gather some bands from your local community.  Book a venue and advertise with posters, flyers, and radio announcements.  Hold a mini concert in which the audience chooses the winning band.

15. Pitch-a-thon:  Rent a radar gun and measure how fast people can throw a baseball or kick a soccer ball.  Charge $1 per try and give a prize to the fastest individual.

16. Sell buttons or t-shirts displaying your logo:  Create a logo, and then make up a whole bunch of t-shirts, buttons, pens, or other gifts with your logo on them.  Sell the items at a reasonable price.

17. Puppet show:  Make puppets with socks, felt and other craft materials.  Pick out or write a story. Set a date, time, and location.  Advertise with flyers and posters.  Sell tickets in advance and at the door.

18. Spaghetti dinner:  Prepare a great dinner for students, teachers, or community members and charge a fee.

19. Hold a theme party:  Decide on a fun theme.  Charge an entrance fee, but be sure to explain to people what their cover charge is going towards.

20. Newsletter:  Create a newsletter informing your peers and members of your community about your organization or cause.  Sell the newsletter for a small fee.

21. Plant a tree:  Ask a nursery for seedling donations and then get people to sponsor a tree.

22. Pledges:  Gather pledges to have dance-a-thons, rock-a-thons, or any other type of endurance contest you can think of.

23. Day of community service:  Gather together a group of friends, and contact a number of organizations for which you would be interested in volunteering.  Then have people sponsor you to do community service for 24 hours.

24. Food fast:  Get together with a group of friends, gather pledges, and fast for a full 24 hours.

25. Piñata contest:  Charge a fee to have each blindfolded person have one turn at trying to break a candy-filled piñata.

26. Craft sale:  Make all the crafts yourself and sell them.

27. Geography bee:  Organize a spelling bee composed of geographical names from around the world.  Participants should obtain sponsors for their correct answers.

28. Family barbecue:  Host a family barbecue in your backyard, with games and activities.

29. Three-on-three basketball tournament:  Organize a basketball tournament in your school with the winning team receiving a prize.  This can also be done with soccer, tennis, badminton, or any other sport.

30. Swim-a-thon:  Get sponsors for the number of laps you swim.

31. Beat the goalie:  Pick the best hockey or soccer goalie you know and invite people to try to score a goal for a prize.  Every participant has to pay to play.

32. Bingo:  Host a bingo night at a local hall, place of worship or school.

33. Plant sale:  Organize a plant sale with plants donated by local nurseries.

34. Games night:  Organize an evening of board games.

35. Boat race:  Organize a model boat race on a body of water.  Charge a participant/spectator entrance fee.  The winner of the race gets a prize.

36. Fruit stand:  Get permission to go to local farms and pick fruit to sell.  Sell the produce in high-traffic areas or at community festivals.

37. Book sale:  Ask all your friends, relatives, and teachers to donate their old books.  Advertise your book sale by means of posters and flyers.  Set up a table and sell books.  If there are leftovers, you can always give them to a needy library, shelter, or school.

38. Bowling:  Organize a bowling night or a competition.  Charge everyone a small fee to enter or have participants get bowl-a-thon pledges.

39. Buy a brick:  If you are fundraising to build a school or building, have people make donations to purchase bricks.

40. Petting zoo:  If you live in an area in which there are farms nearby, organize a one-day petting zoo for children.

41. Coupon sale:  Have coupon books donated by local businesses, and then sell them to students and adults.

42. International dinner:  Have people from various ethnic origins cook traditional foods, and then charge admission to an international dinner.

43. Balloon pop:  Before filling a balloon with air or helium, put a note inside.  Have a certain number of the notes worth a prize.  Have people buy balloons and pop them in the hope of getting the prize.  Be sure to pick up the broken balloons afterwards.

44. Scavenger hunt:  Set a route and make a list of items that the participants need to find in order to win.  Advertise your scavenger hunt well and charge everyone a small fee to participate.  The winning person/group gets a prize.

45. Car wash:  With a group of friends, set up a car wash in the parking lot of your school, church, or public area.  (Be sure to ask for permission and make sure that people are careful of moving cars).

46. Carol-singing:  During the Christmas season, go door-to-door singing carols for donations.  It is a good idea to have a card or a flyer with some brief information about your organization to give to sponsors.  You may want to have an adult accompany you.  Remember to respect those who do not celebrate Christmas and who may not want to hear your carols.

47. Candle making:  Make candles and sell them to family members.  This can be educational and fun, but be sure to exercise all safety precautions.

48. Hug-a-gram:  Advertise a hug for a dollar.  Have people buy a hug for a friend.  After a member of your group gives the hug to the designated person, give them a small card with a message from the person who sent the hug.

49. Sporting events tickets:  Ask sports teams to donate a number of seats for their games and raffle off the tickets.

50. Charity ball:  Hire a DJ or a band, rent a hall, advertise, and sell tickets for a dance.

51. Christmas ornament sale:  Sell Christmas ornaments during the Christmas season.

52. Classic car show:  Organize a classic automobile show.  Invite people to attend and to bring their cars by placing ads in local newspapers, leaving flyers at local businesses, and charging people to come and see the show.

53. Miniature golf:  Build a nine-hole miniature golf course at your school, featuring ramps, water and sand traps, and other obstacles.  Charge people to play a round during lunch.

54. Bench-a-thon:  Have people bench press weights in the school gym and collect pledges for every pound they lift.  This is a popular event, especially with football players.  Make sure all participants have spotters to ensure safety.

55. Clearing snow:  Shovel snow from people’s driveways and walkways in the winter months for a donation.

56. Monopoly match:  Have a group of students play a monopoly tournament with the winner receiving a prize.

57. Guess the age of your teacher:  Organize an event in which students pay to guess the age of your teacher.  Obtain approval from your teacher first, however.

58. Hoopla:  The competitor throws hoops over prizes.  The person whose hoop completely lands over the prize gets to keep the award.  Make sure you do not spend too much money on prizes.

59. Pumpkin-decorating contest:  Around Halloween, hold a pumpkin-decorating contest among different grades of homerooms.

60. Debate evening:  Research a number of debate issues and invite various community members to debate issues.  Charge the audience to come and watch.  The issues can be fun.  For example, have your school principal argue that listening to music during class enhances a student’s ability to learn versus a student who thinks that music should be banned from school.

61. Dog show:  Invite people to show off their dogs in a show.  Make it a competition that people pay to enter, and offer a prize for the best-groomed dog, most- and least-obedient dog, and so on.

62. Talent auction:  Auction off the talents of people.  For instance, great singers offer to sing at a wedding, party, or special event.

63. Duck race:  Sell numbered plastic ducks.  Set all the ducks afloat in a race on a river.  The person who bought the duck that wins the race gets a prize.

64. Guess the number of coins in a jar: The winner receives all the coins and your group makes money by charging people for guessing.

65. Comedy hour:  Host a comedy skit during lunch at your school and charge people to attend.

66. Nacho party:  Plan a morning to make nachos and popcorn, which can be sold during lunch.

67. Eating marathon:  Have a pie eating, hot dog eating, or ice cream eating contest.  You can charge people to participate or to watch, or you can make all participants obtain pledges.

68. Face painting:  Have a face-painting day.  Advertise in advance and then charge a small fee for painting young kids’ faces during a school day or on a weekend.

69. Ugly tie contest:  Have the students come to school wearing the ugliest tie they can find.  Have them vote on the worst tie with the winner receiving a prize.

70. Flower show:  Invite gardeners from your community to enter their flowers in a competition for a prize.  Ask volunteer experts to be judges and charge all participants and spectators a fee.

71. Calendar sale:  Create a calendar highlighting the projects and members of your organization, and sell it to students and their family members.

72. Sports tournament/fitness competition:  Organize a sports tournament or fitness competition.  Advertise well and charge spectators to come and watch groups compete.  You may need to have medical personnel on hand.

73. Crazy hat day:  Have students pay a fee to wear a crazy hat to school for the day.

74. “Get Out Of Jail Free” card:  Pay to get out of a class period for a day.  Ask permission from your teachers or principal first.

75. Art sale:  Have local artists donate some of their works, which will be displayed and then sold to the public.

76. Game show:  Recreate one or more of your favorite game shows and charge contestants a small entrance fee.  Sell tickets to the audience.

77. Gardening:  Tend the garden of a neighbor, a local store, or community park for a donation.

78. Guest speaker:  Invite a guest speaker to your home or local hall and sell admission tickets to raise funds for your cause.

79. Karaoke:  Rent a karaoke machine, sell tickets or charge an admission fee, and sing all night.

80. Videos:  Make and sell a video for youth tourists of places to go and cool things to do.  Or create a How-To video; for example, how to improve your golf swing, or how to make crafts.

81. Mile of coin:  Gather donations of coins (pennies, dimes, or quarters) and lay them side-by-side until they stretch out to be a mile long.  Alternatively, surround your gym, library, or parking lot with the coins.

82. Recipe book:  Gather together favorite recipes and put them together in a book.  Sell the book through your school, sports organization, or community center.  Try to get the photocopying donated by local businesses.

83. Sit in a bath:  Obtain sponsorship for kids to sit in a bath of something gross and out of the ordinary, such as baked beans or fruit-flavored gelatin.

84. Talent show competition:  Invite people to show off their talent in a competition in which they can win a prize.  Sell tickets in advance.

85. Henna hand art:  Find out if any members of your group know how to apply henna (Indian hand art), which can be applied to people in your school for a fee.

86. Toy sale:  Hold a toy sale.  The best season for this is just prior to Christmas.

87. Walk dogs:  Love pets?  Try walking dogs every day for a fee.

88. Triathlon:  Set a course of running, cycling, and swimming.  Have participants get pledges to compete to win prizes.

89. Lemonade stand:  Make lemonade, post signs, and sell it on a hot day.

90. January:  Snow art contest.

91. February:  Valentine’s Day dance; red carnations for Valentine’s Day.

92. March:  St. Patrick’s Day party; spring car wash.

93. April:  Spring flower sale.

94. May:  Mother’s Day flowers sale.

95. June:  Father’s Day sale; end-of-school pool party (with lifeguards).

96. July:  Independence Day activities with refreshment/food booths.

97. August:  End-of-summer party.

98. September:  Back-to-school dance; back-to-school supplies sale.

99. October:  Halloween party; pumpkin sales; Thanksgiving turkey raffle.

100. November:  Veteran’s Day donations.

101. December:  Christmas tree sale; gift-wrapping service.

THERE IS NO FINISH LINE UNTIL THERE IS A CURE!

REMEMBER, EVERY PENNY COUNTS.  IT COULD BE YOUR CENT THAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE!

Lots more great fundraising ideas, or post your team fundraising event at:

www.trumbullrelayforlife.org
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