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Putting the ‘Fun’ Back in Fundraising
Relay Fundraising Tips for Individual Participants

Relay Fundraising Tips for Teams


How to Raise $500 in 10 Days


Fundraisers’ Sign-off Sheet - ‘Let my dollar start you off…’


Sample Fundraising Letter

[image: image1.jpg]Ky “ <

v

RELAY
FOR LIFE

American
o Cancer
£

Society





	Relay Fundraising Tips 

for Individual Participants

Just Ask!
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Participants seek donations rather than pledges from friends, family, associates, and businesses.  Most fundraising is done prior to the Relay For Life, although on-site fundraising is encouraged.  However, to compete for individual and team awards and incentive prizes, all money must be turned in prior to the deadline given at your Relay.

ONE OF OUR FAVORITE FUNDRAISING IDEAS: A Relay volunteer in Northern Virginia organizes and hosts a cabaret each year.  She invites her talented friends to join in with a song, dance, or skit.  Last year, her cabaret night raised more than $10,000 on behalf of the American Cancer Society.

Here are a few more fun suggestions: 

· Dedicate your personal effort to someone who has won their battle with cancer, to someone who is currently battling cancer, or to someone who lost their life to this disease.

· Write letters to your friends and business associates.

· Aim high – ask for $100 and settle for $50.  Gear the amount you ask for to your audience.

· Personalize your letters and be sure to thank them for last year’s donation if there was one.

· Carry your donor envelope around with you to collect donations you might get on the spot.

· If you belong to a service club or church group, ask if you can have a couple of minutes to talk about the Relay and ask for their support.

· Ask around in your neighborhood to obtain sponsors for your team.

· Ask businesses that you frequent to donate $100 to sponsor you or ask them to put up a poster about the event (available through your Relay staff person and planning committee members).

· Be enthusiastic about the event…your enthusiasm will be catching!

For even more great ideas, look through the little fundraising book.  And, if your team comes across a successful approach, share your ideas during the team captain meetings!

	Relay Fundraising Tips 

for Teams

Just Ask!
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ONE OF OUR FAVORITE TEAM FUNDRAISING IDEAS: A local executive agreed to participate in an intra-office auction being held to raise funds for the company’s Relay team.  The highest bidder won the chance to shave the boss’s head.  

Here are a few more fun suggestions:

· Conduct a craft fair or an auction, and use it as an opportunity to raise funds, distribute cancer awareness information and publicize Relay For Life in your community.

· Bake sales work as wonderful fundraisers almost any time of year.

· Relay For Life penny jars are a great way to collect funds at schools and businesses.  

· Ask each team member to place one on his or her own dresser for a year and see how much spare change your team can collect!

· Dedicate your team to someone who has had cancer.  Tell your story in a letter and include a self-addressed, stamped return envelope for donations.

· Hold a potluck dinner; ask everyone to bring a dish and $10.  This is a fantastic way to distribute information about the Relay and to encourage others to get involved!

· Conduct a yard sale.  Have team members donate items for the sale.

· Look for opportunities in your community for your team to raise money.  Approach local restaurants to see if they’ll designate one day to donate a percentage of sales to the Relay For Life.  Your team would then help promote it and be there on that day to distribute information about the event.

For even more great ideas, look through the little fundraising book.   And, if your team comes across a successful approach, share your ideas during the team captain meetings!

	How To Raise $500

In 10 Days
	[image: image4.jpg]4 <

v

RELAY
FOR LIFE

American
Cancer
Society







DAY









TOTAL
One

Put in your own $25





     $25

Two

Ask your doctor and dentist for $50 each


     $125

Three

Ask four family members to donate $25 each 

     $225

Four

Ask three friends to donate $25 each

    
     $300

Five

Ask your supervisor to donate $25


     $325

Six

Ask two local merchants to donate $25 each

     $375

Seven

Ask three neighbors to donate $15 each


     $420

Eight

Ask two co-workers to donate $10 each 
        
     
     $440

Nine

Ask three people from church to donate $10 each
     $470

Ten

Ask three senior citizens to donate $10 each

     $500
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Let my dollar start you off ..………………
$ ____
 
Name ________________________

A dollar won’t break me ………………….
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

A dollar isn’t much ……………………….
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

I guess I can spare a dollar ……………….
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

Well, since it’s you ……………………….
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

Dollars will reach the goal ………………..
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

What’s a dollar between friends? ………...
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

It’s for a good cause ………………………
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

Glad to help, here’s five …………………..
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

I want to help ……………………………..
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

My good deed for today …………………..
$ ____
 
Name ________________________

Count on me ………………………………
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

Sure, I’ll give a dollar or two ……………..
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

If it will help ………………………………
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

I just can’t say no to a friend ……………...
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

A dollar from me to you …………………..
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

Don’t leave me out ………………………..
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

Me too! ……………………………………
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

Here you go, I’ll give twenty ……………..
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

Cancer has touched someone I love ………
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

I wish I could give more ………………….. 
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

I can spare more than a dollar
……………..
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

Ten dollars isn’t too much ………………...
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

Maybe I can do more next time …………...
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

Why not, it may help someone I know ……
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

Five dollars will help you reach your goal 
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

What are friends for? ……………………...
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

Don’t leave without my donation …………
$ ____ 
Name ________________________

Please see me later ………………………...
$ ____ 
Name ________________________
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	There is no finish line…until we find a cure!
	1.800.ACS.2345 

www.cancer.org
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