TIPS TO PLAN A GOLF TOURNAMENT TO SUPPORT YOUR RELAY FOR LIFE

A Golf Tournament is a great way to get involvement from your community in supporting Relay For Life.

Things to do:

· Locate a local golf course who is willing to donate time for your event -  First things first – you have to have a location for your event.  Choose a time that won’t eat into their profits if that’s possible; that’s why you’ll see some charity golf tournaments on a weekday.  Try to schedule it in the fall before your Relay (assuming your relay is the following May or June) to get your Relay season going!

· Appoint a coordinator for the event – This event is a great way to bring new relay volunteers into the fold, or a great activity for a committee chair who’s work happens closer to the event (luminaria, logistics, etc.)

· Publicize Your Event – Make sure that all the teams that are part of your Relay For Life are aware of it, and get them all involved!

· Put Together A Sign-Up Sheet/ Fact Sheet about the event – This is the form that people can turn in to sign up, and gives them the basics about the event.  See the following for an example:
http://www.acsrelay.org/Darn_Good_Ideas/10-Fundraising_Golf Tournament_Sign_Up_Sheet.doc
· Put together Rules and Regulations for Golfers  - Many of your bowlers may not know the rules – have experienced bowlers on hand to help with scoring, rules/regs, etc.  See the following for an example:

http://www.acsrelay.org/Darn_Good_Ideas/10-Fundraising_Golf Tournament_Rules_And_Regulations.doc
· Put together a Sponsor/Pledge Sheet – You provide this sheet to each of your bowlers for them to collect their pledges.  See the following for an example:

http://www.acsrelay.org/Darn_Good_Ideas/10-Fundraising_Golf Tournament_Sponsorship_Sheet.doc
· After the event, team members collect the pledges, particularly where there was a pledge per pin – While flat donations could have been collected before the Golf Tournament, donations which were Pledges per Pin must be collected after the event.  After the event, team members go collect from their sponsors.  All collections should be completed immediately after the bowling date.  

· Prizes – Define what prizes are received for what level of fundraising.  Example:

$50+ - Official Golf Tournament T-Shirt

$100+ - ?

$200+ - ?

$300+ - ?

$500+ - ?

· Line up a golf course (if you can get some or all of it donated, all the better)

· Come up with a donation per person and a slightly more attractive price per foursome, and have folks find their golfers or let you know they want to be added to a foursome

· Have the losers on each hole have to make a $1 or $5 donation (depending on what your community can handle), in addition to paying the needed donation/entrance fee.
· Put together publicity to get the word out

· Send out an email about the event

· Get some prizes donated for the top finishers (10 would be great)

· Line up food (depending on what rules the golf course has on catering/etc.)

· Have a post golfing reception with food and prizes... Have the chair of the event say a few words, talk about what Relay is (in case everyone isn't familiar), and award the prizes
Ideas to make your Golfing Event interesting

· Have prizes for various notable and notorious achievements - for longest drive, closest to tee, lowest score or most holes won (depending on your format), Most stylish golfer (, worst score, most reckless golf cart driver, etc.
· Have a nice dinner post the event!

· Have a costume contest and prizes for the wackiest outfit!

Examples of Golf Events

· North County, MD Relay For Life Golf Tournament - This idea is used by the North Country Relay For Life in Baltimore, MD – visit northcountyrelay.org for more details!  
· Relay For Life of Oldsmar, FL – Take a Swing To Help Fight Cancer Golf Tournament - Relay4ever@aol.com has a golf tournament for the Relay For Life of Oldsmar the last few years and raised over $5,000 with 104 golfers in 2004 and raised over $10,000 with 109 golfers in 2005!  They had lots of sponsors and its only getting bigger and better this year ( they are already expecting 144 golfers a few weeks before the 2006 event!)  Check out their website at:        http://www.events.org/takeaswing/viewevent.aspx?id=3831
· Renville, MN Relay For Life Open – The  Renville-Sibley Cooperative Power Association’s Brighty’s Bunch Relay For Life Team sponors this golftournament:                                           http://www.renville-sibley.coop/Community/relay/2005_Relay_For_Life_Open.html
· Hillsborough/Orange Relay For Life Golf Tournament: http://www.hillsboroughrelayforlife.com/page.php?table=Fundraisers&id=36&content=detail
· Isle of Wight Beacons of Hope Golf Tournament: http://www.kintera.org/AccountTempFiles/upload/2135365/D264AEC9E8204516BBD6C3E63F0FACDB.pdf
· Lancaster, PA Relay For Life Captain Morgan’s Cancer Crusaders and Captain Morgan’s Double Relay For Life Golf Tournament:  Has some great ideas!  A 4 person scramble format with prizes for the longest drive and closest to the pin!: http://www.lancasterrelayforlife.org/2006_Relay_Golf_Registrat.pdf
· Relay For Life of Lake Travis – Golf Tournament Sponsored by Crossbridge Church: http://relayforlifeoflaketravis.blogspot.com/2006/03/crossbridge-church.html
· Tombigbee (Guin, AL) Relay For Life – Relay For Life Golf Tournament sponsored by Tombigbee Electric – Check out the details of this neat event!   They raised over $10,000 in 2005, including this golf tourney:                         http://www2.tombigbee.net/sections/communities/area_fund_raisers.html
· LanChester Relay For Life Golf Tournament – A great event with a great website, forms, etc.: http://www.lanchesterrelayforlife.org/golf.html
· Trigg County, KY Relay For Life Thomas Family Golf Tournament:  http://wkdzradio.com/skin/blurb.php?sectionId=183&contentId=73956






