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                    HOW WE INVEST YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS         �





The American Cancer Society consists of more than two million Americans united to conquer cancer through balanced programs of research, education, advocacy, and service.  The dollars raised from the American Cancer Society Relay For Life are used to provide Hope…for the future, Progress…toward a cure, and Answers…to cancer questions and concerns.  





Comprehensive information, around the clock.  The Society’s toll-free information line (1-800-ACS-2345) and Website (www.cancer.org) are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, offering comprehensive information about cancer and related services that help cancer patients and their families make informed decisions about their care.  





Patient Services.  To ease the impact of cancer on patients and their families, the American Cancer Society provides service and rehabilitation programs, as well as patient and family education, and support programs.  Each program is tailored to meet the needs of your community.  





Cancer Research.  Research is vital in the fight against cancer because it leads to new treatments, prevention, and cures.  The American Cancer Society is the largest source of private, not-for-profit cancer research funds in the country, second only to the federal government.  Since, 1946, the Society has invested more than $2.2 billion in cancer research. The American Cancer Society to date has funded 30 Nobel Prize researchers.  The Society invests in the future by targeting beginning cancer researchers.  Because of research, the relative five-year survival rate for cancer is now up to 60%, and more than eight million cancer survivors are alive today.  





Advocacy.  Cancer is very much a political issue, and the Society works to make cancer a top priority for lawmakers at the federal, state, and local levels.  Some of our most important concerns are smoke-free communities, insurance, protecting cancer survivors from discrimination, and providing access to quality health care.  





Cancer Prevention.  Primary cancer prevention means taking the necessary precautions to prevent cancer in the first place.  Prevention programs are designed to help families make health-enhancing decisions.  The Society’s programs focus on: tobacco control, the relationship between diet/physical activity and cancer, promoting comprehensive school health education, and reducing the risk of skin cancer.  





Early Detection.  For many types of cancer, finding the disease at the earliest, most treatable stage can make the difference between life and death.  The American Cancer Society provides guidelines, educates the public and physicians, and is active in advocacy efforts to make screening tests accessible to all.  


 WHERE THE MONEY GOES





Our American Cancer Society invests 81 cents of every dollar raised directly on cancer research, patient services, education, prevention, detection, and treatment programs.





Here is a breakdown of how your donations will be spent:





31% - Research


20% - Fundraising


17% - Prevention


13% - Patient Services


12% - Detection and Treatment


7% - Management





*  from Cancer.org -   http://www.cancer.org/docroot/COM/content/div_RM/COM_6_1_Your_Donations_at_Work_10470.asp?sitearea=COM


